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ARTICLE

Is There a Story in Those Notes?
Ann D. Gordon

I

s there a story in those notes? Let me answer that in the affirmative. Drawing on the
Selected Papers ofElizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, I can tell you that there are
many, many stories in those notes. But I should explain the question. Certainly there are stories behind the notes: the serendipitous moments of discovery, the slogging through barren
sources, or the comeuppance when a research strategy proves terribly wrong. Stories behind
the notes also encompass stories that are left behind, chipped off or sanded away as the editor trims her knowledge down to precisely the kernel needed to explicate the text.
Stories in the notes are offered to the reader as aids in reading the texts well. Unlike the
note that explicates an isolated reference or image, these notes weave and link together the
edition's various narratives to complement its plot. Arising from the text, they reflect the editor's mastery of the documents and their context after it is filtered through the discipline of
editing. While proofreading our third volume, I have been asking myself questions: what is it
we do? why do we seem to have so many stories in our notes? are there patterns? why do our
notes seem so bloody long even after I've whittled and whittled away at them? And those
questions led me back to another puzzle I chewed on for awhile: how do historical editors get
themselves caught between, on the one hand, the Jerry Georges of the world who say "the
NHPRC will not fund scholarship," and, on the other hand, colleagues who regard editions
as not scholarly enough? I rephrased the questions: how do I use historical research in annotation? To find balance between editorial restraint and good historical research, we need to
articulate (or confess) activity that sounds anything but restrained and consider not only the
dichotomy of restraint and temptation but also the dichotomy between restraint and superficiality. It is quite easy to keep the annotation in check if the editors don't know anything about
their subject.
I suspect that many of my examples have parallels in other historical editions designed to
different specifications, but for those of you unfamiliar with the Stanton and Anthony papers,
let me define the context for my examples. Ours is, first of all, a selected edition-roughly
lO%-that is being published after a comprehensive microfilm. Cross references to the microfilm are a standard feature. It is also an edition-whether selective or comprehensive-that rests
on a very incomplete base; we could certainly list more papers we lack than we have. While
we do not often waste space saying such-and-such is missing, we very often find ourselves
researching those voids. Further, ours is an edition of the papers of two people-people whose
lives were closely interwoven through work but, at the same time, rooted in their own extended families and often conducted in separate places: Stanton may be handling a crippling disease in her youngest son, while Anthony nurses a dying sister. Finally, and what I suspect distinguishes our annotation most of all, Stanton and Anthony are fully engaged with their world

Documentary Editing 25(1) Spring 2003

1

and its ideas, public figures, and scandals, but they are not making the decisions at the center
of their own story. Wanting to change the world, they engage with intellectuals and the powerful but always at a remove. Whether lobbying Congress or disputing Social Darwinism, they
are on the fringe of the action, but it is that action-legislation or intellectual developmentsthat matters most to them. As a consequence, to take the prime example from volume 3,
Congress and the national political parties become major characters in the plot but ones that
by and large lie beyond the boundary of Stanton's or Anthony's papers.
One more characteristic of our edition is relevant to our practice. Out of this imperfect,
bifurcated, and marginal record, we try to preserve a narrative (or more accurately, multiple
narratives) rather than an omnibus of documents. To name a few narratives in the ,texts of volume 3: Stanton and Anthony work for suffrage planks in party platforms and a constitutional
amendment from Congress. They manage their National Woman Suffrage Association, navigate the testy division between themselves and Lucy Stone of the American Woman Suffrage
Association, lecture six or seven months of every year, and begin to write the multi-volume

History of Woman Suffrage.
The nature of the sources combined with our goals can drive us into extreme notes in
which we write an editorial note that falls between documents-a floater that we create only
rarely to fill major holes in the narrative. We discovered the need for this device while editing 1840-the first year in our edition. With all extant letters in place, we had Elizabeth Cady
on March 4 telling a cousin that she had broken off an engagement to Henry Stanton, and
next in the sequence, we had Elizabeth Cady Stanton on June 25 writing American friends
from her honeymoon in England. As the editorial note states in its opening line: "A significant turn of events occurred which no contemporary documents explain." Because biographers of Stanton have been imagining ways to fill that gap for 100 years, it behooved documentary editors to present what documentary evidence exists about this turn of events: her
own much later reminiscences, letters between Henry Stanton and Theodore Weld, Stanton
and Gerrit Smith, Theodore Weld and Lewis Tappan, and church records from Johnstown,
New York, where the marriage occurred.
In our third volume, such editorial note solves a different kind of problem: to set up in an
efficient way the story of a major occurrence that becomes the topic of a large body of documents. Near the end of volume 3, a year's worth of documents prepare for and then respond
to the Republican National Convention of 1880 in Chicago. For a variety of reasons, that
event produced no worthy texts to include: Anthony's diary for 1880 no longer exists; her
occasional speeches-to a mass meeting of suffragists coinciding with the convention and to
the Republican platform committee-were poorly reported by the press; most of the activity
was lobbying-something poorly documented on any occasion; and important events were
things that did not happen-the Republican executive committee's reversal on providing seats
for woman suffrage delegates, the platform committee's refusal to poll its members on the suffrage plank, and the ways that internal divisions of the Republican party caused even their
most ardent supporters to remain silent. We stopped and told the story-what they did and
what response they met.
Most of our notes are the standard occurrence of quotations to be sourced (210 in this volume), people to be identified (750), street addresses (45), train routes, and the daily news (why
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sailors are suddenly symbols of rebellion and protest). No doubt most of the routine notes will
remain isolated items of fact even in the hands of the most creative reader, but some allow
readers to pursue their own stories. Attentive readers and users of the index may notice the
surprising trail we cut linking Stanton and Anthony to German-American radicals around
Karl Heinzen. It began for us as an effort to understand a sequence of letters in 1875 (and by
"understand," I mean here: we did not have a clue what the letters were about) and led to our
immersion in the history of two German-American groups called Radical Democracy and
Freie Gemeinde, both of them seeking alliance with the National Woman Suffrage
Association. Why else would we be reading Karl Heinzen, What Is Real Democracy? Answered
by an Exposition of the Constitution of the United States, published in Indianapolis in 1871?
Wherein, 10 and behold, we recognized a pair of quotations that Stanton stuck into several
texts.
There are many kinds of accidental stories in the notes-unanticipated by-products of what
we thought were discrete identifications. Consider examples from the notes accompanying
two segments of Anthony'S diaries selected for volume 3. One use we make of her diary is to
capture Anthony's remarkable schedule on the road as a lecturer; the diaries record her work
to create a midwestern constituency for her cause, but they are also arguably the best source
on the lyceum circuit in the postwar period-on its vitality, infrastructure, travel, and finances.
An average entry reads like this from 13 March 1877:
Effingham-Ill- $25- H. C. Painter
Left Robinson at 6.35 A.M.-but little good sleep-breakfasted at Marshall[reached?] Effingham at 1 P.M- Mr & Mrs Painter & Mrs Kepler called at Etna
Hotel to see- cold & cloudy-almost rain-very muddy-about 100 in my audience-the very best-all 50 & 75 cts-so the young men Mr---Thompson,
Painter & [blank]-paid expensesWhen we identified people in entries like this one, we found in town after town that the first
name-the contact person-was a printer turned publisher and editor of the local newspaper,
and that subsequent names invariably included the men and women who had recently organized the town's literary association or lyceum. In this town, Mr. Painter published the paper
while his wife was a leader in the lyceum. I think we can say at least that we have accidentally made the diaries even better sources for understanding the lyceum and somewhat undermined the historians' conclusion that the age of the lyceum ended with the Civil War.
A different sort of story emerges from the identifications of people named in the entries
while Anthony joined state and national activists in Michigan to campaign for a woman suffrage amendment sent to the voters in November 1874. In this case, she was moving among
people connected statewide through a structure put in place to manage the campaign. We
knew to look at the few primary sources there are about organizing that structure in order to
indicate what role a person played: county organizer, state treasurer, etc. But we were also
reading a great deal about the Woman's Crusade in 1874, the national uprising of women
against saloons that reached nine hundred towns that winter and spring, and two lines of
research converged: we noticed that in Michigan, the Crusade and the campaign for woman
suffrage were run by the same people-a discovery that reshaped the way we wrote each biography. To establish that connection affects histories of both the Crusade and the Michigan
campaign, and it may also help to explain the defeat of woman suffrage in a state where beer-
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brewing and -drinking immigrants made up a significant portion of the voters.
Lest it sound like stories just happen-accidental connections that inform-let me relate
some stories that we have told intentionally. I can often argue that selection made me do it.
One of the ongoing stories in the texts is the tension that divided woman suffragists from 1869
until 1890 between Stanton and Anthony on the one side, and Lucy Stone and her husband
on the other. In December 1876, Susan B. ventured north to Boston, into Lucy Stone territory. From a private home in Chelsea, she wrote cattily to a friend in Hartford: "I am half
inclined to look upon Lucy's Saintly face this P.M.-as she is to address the W.S. Club of
Chelsea at 3 Oclock-Do you think the radiance would dazzle my poor eyes?-" In its place in
the volume, this passage is easily comprehended by readers without any assistance from an
editor. However, were ours a comprehensive edition, readers could turn to the diary to learn
what happened in the P.M. There, later on the same day, Anthony recorded that her hostess
"asked Lucy Stone if it would be agreeable to have Miss Anthony invited to be present-Lucy
said no-so I was left at Mrs Osgoods." By giving voice to Lucy Stone in the notes, we made
clear, I hope, that this was a duel.
Such a note fills a gap created by selection. It is not absolutely essential for reading the text
well, and every gap created by selection is not similarly bridged. We do not run two parallel
selections-one in large type called text and another in small type called notes. There is, however, a tricky balance. We do work always with all the papers in view and then discipline ourselves to resist the urge to augment the notes.
We kept temptation in check with similar effect with a letter Anthony wrote to Stanton
from Denver in October 1877. Anthony reported receipt of two packages containing various
pamphlets that Stanton mailed from New York for Anthony to distribute to Colorado voters
and mentioned another one that awaited her at the express office: "a package with $7.80
charges on it-more than the cash value of the books- Still suppose I must pay it-rather than
throw the tracts away- [and here she came back to insert above the line a pointed lesson] iIt
is a box & hence costs more-always than a paper package-remember-J.." We are especially
alert to the rare clue about what Stanton and Anthony thought of each other and how they
managed their differences, and thus we were susceptible to some intentional reinforcement of
the story. We noted that Anthony also commented in her diary on the excessive freight
charges, observing how like Mrs. Stanton it was not to know "the cost of things."
Selection is an excuse for presenting only a portion of the intentional stories. The editor
faces countless decisions about when and where to look outside the texts, whether the results
of the research are necessary to the reader, and, if so, how little and how much to tell. In a literal sense, the decision can boil down to the decision whether to cite a source or to explicate
what is said in that source. I stretched the boundaries in this example-again from Anthony's
diary. The events of the day-29 August 1876-began for Stanton and Anthony in Providence,
Rhode Island, after a funeral; they ended on 40th Street in Manhattan at a residence occupied by Stanton's brothers-in-law, where they found one at home: Samuel Wilkeson, a
renowned wartime journalist and Jay Cooke's right-hand man at the Northern Pacific
Railroad.
Spent forenoon looking over Mrs Davis' papers & letters-found but very little
of any use to our history-marvelous how very little- Took 2 P.M. train & slept
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at Dr Bayards-only Sam'l Wilkerson there- Hadn't seen him since he testified
on the Beecher Tilton-scandal-& he acted ashamed-as he ought to feelThere is sufficient context in the volume for readers to catch Anthony's reference and to
inform her notion of "shame." Readers are well aware that Sam Wilkeson testified in Henry
Ward Beecher's trial for adultery. Readers also know that his enthusiasm so overran his truthfulness that Beecher's lawyers had to rein in their witness and correct some of his imaginative
stories. However, at no point had prior texts or notes even alluded to what Wilkeson said
about Susan B. Anthony, something we discovered while reading his testimony for other
notes. I give it to you as I compressed it to make a note:
Samuel Wilkeson testified at length against Theodore Tilton at the trial in 1875.
Alleging to quote Tilton, he told the court that SBA "was a morbid old maid;
that she was an old maid in whom the suppression of the sexual instinct had
brought morbid disease of the imagination; that she had morbidly imagined
what she said; that there was not a word of truth in it, and that it was wholly a
fabrication of the imagination, wholly so."
I know perfectly well that I could have omitted that bit. But how much better the scene to
know that Wilkeson's shame is not abstract but in his face. Moreover, it is a note that is interwoven with stories told in texts and notes, especially about what Stanton called "the holocaust
of women" exacted by the Beecher-Tilton trials.
Resisting the temptation to add Wilkeson's testimony in the notes would not make a fundamental problem go away. Contexts throughout the volume far exceed what the texts articulate, and decisions must be made about where to let other voices speak. As I suggested when
I began, the critical instance in our volumes is political history. The texts are written by
women trying to change the minds and practice of political parties, voters, and members of
Congress. How do we make evident that Congress actually responds? How do we contextualize anger? discouragement? hope?
I have come to think about this as a problem in unrequited love. For about three years
after the Civil War, Susan B. Anthony had a crush on Anna Dickinson-the Joan of Arc of the
Republican party, a young woman with remarkable speaking skills who became a popular lecturer and an indispensable asset to the Republican party. Many of Susan B.'s letters to Anna
survive but not one reply in its original form survived. Susan's letters are intimate, corny,
needy, full of the expectations and assumptions we can all recognize in the besotted individual. No one knows if she was making a fool of herself; no one knows if Anna encouraged,
manipulated, or reciprocated her infatuation. The letters just exist without a context.
A bit of the same problem characterizes Anthony and Stanton's relationship with
Congress, or it would if we did not expend energy and space to addressing the problem. For
forty years Stanton and Anthony cajoled Congress to act on their demands, and it is vital to
know, as for Anna Dickinson, whether Congress encouraged, manipulated, or reciprocated
their attention. Unlike the case with Anna Dickinson, the other voices in this instance were
not destroyed, but they do lie outside the range of our documents. We have to find a way to
go out to that public record and bring into the edition the other side of an interaction that is
central to the lives, the history, and the texts with which we work.
Here is a letter from Stanton to Anthony dated (we think) 14 January 1878, recounting
events in Washington when Senator Aaron Sargent first introduced the woman suffrage
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amendment and Stanton addressed the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections. In a
longer narrative about Congress, later documents will refer and react to the events ofJanuary
1878.
Dear Susan:
I suppose you are impatiently waiting to hear about the convention. ...
Thursday morning, Isabella Beecher Hooker had a Moody and Sankey
[pr]ayer meeting in the ladies' reception room next the Senate Chamber. They
[pr]ayed, sang "Hold the Fort," "Guide us, oh thou great Jehovah" and "The
[Ba]ttle Hymn of the Republic," and made speeches from the tops of tables.
[Se]nator Sargent said it was a regular mob. The corridors were crowded. And
[al]l this while the senators were assembling for the first time after the [ho]lidays!
Mrs. Sargent and I did not attend the prayer meeting. AsJehovah[ha]s never
taken a very active part in the Suffrage movement, I thought I [woluld stay at
home and get ready to implore the committee, having more [fa]ith in their
power to render us the desired aid.
At this same time a debate was precipitated in the Senate. Some[on]e rallied
Senator Sargent on the mob character of his constituency. He [re]plied: "This is
nothing to what you will see at this capitol, if these [wo]men's petitions are not
heard." Altogether it was a week of constant agi[ta]tion, and I think the result
(prayer meeting, mob and all) is good.
In treating the final paragraph about a Senate debate, we turned to the Congressional Record and
measured Stanton's paraphrase against the report of Sargent's remarks. Although Sargent and
Stanton used sarcasm very differently, Stanton reported well. We might have stopped there, adding
only a citation to volume and page of the Record. Though efficient and restrained, that strategy
would leave unanswered what precipitated a debate in the Senate: the introduction of a resolution usually consists of a motion and referral to committee. In fact the debate did not result
from the introduction of S.R. 12 but from another proposal Sargent made that day for the
National Woman Suffrage Association, one that roused all the usual suspects to an angry
debate about woman suffrage. The note reads:
After his introduction of the resolution for a constitutional amendment on
January 10, Aaron Sargent proposed that women who favored the amendment
be heard before the full Senate: A lengthy debate about Senate rules and woman
suffrage ensued, pitting George Edmunds, Allen Thurman, and Thomas Bayard
against Sargent and George Hoar. Two roll call votes were taken, one on
Edmunds's motion to adjourn before discussing Sargent's resolution and a second on Sargent's motion itself. Ten senators voted for adjournment, and thirtythree voted with Sargent. After more debate, the Senate rejected the motion to
hear the women by thirteen yeas and thirty-one nays. ECS refers to an exchange
during the debate, when Senator Thurman described suffragists as laying siege
to the Senate. Sargent replied: "I predict that this is only the first of a series of
such assaults upon legislative bodies, not only upon the Senate but upon the
House of Representatives and upon the Legislatures of the various States. This
movement is getting to be very troublesome. I am aware of it. It disturbs grave
Senators in their deliberations; ... It will be more and more troublesome year
by year."
Because this occasion informed subsequent events in Congress and influenced suffragists' tone
and tactics, we explained it in more detail than the one letter by Stanton in isolation required.
With regard to the classic polarity between long and short annotation, I am convinced that
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we cannot and probably should not escape the moral (and governmental) imperative now
imbedded in that dichotomy. Like our superego, it reminds us that the texts matter most of
all, prods us to write concise history, and prompts us to question our style. It also provides
editors with a convenient narrative of their own, suggesting an epic struggle between good
and evil from which editors emerge-at least in their grant proposals or Camp Edit classes-as
triumphant models of restraint and self-discipline. No other editorial persona is reputable,
worthy of critical acclaim and financial stability.
That is a convenient narrative, but it is not a very efficacious one. What is said in church
obscures the fundamental contest: that we are not long or short, restrained or indulgent, but
rather historians in a perpetual struggle to configure our knowledge to meet the needs of readers of the-in my case-Selected Papers of Stanton and Anthony. When I sing the chorus that "no
one will edit these documents again for a century," I hear in it a responsibility placed on me
because no one in that same span of time will have command of the material comparable to
mine. It makes no sense in intellectual or fiscal terms to deny that advantage to readers.
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ADDRESS

A Democracy of Knowledge
Henry Wiencek

I

am very honored to speak to this group today. lowe an enormous debt to the work
that you do and I very sincerely thank you for it. Documentary editing has, for me,
an almost priestly connotation. I went to aJesuit high school where my toughest teacher was
Fr. Alphonse Yumont, who taught Latin. Every night we had to pore over a long section of
Vergil, and the next morning had to translate it aloud in class. Errors were not allowed. And
by "errors" I mean any deviations whatever from a precisely literal translation. We were not
allowed to glide over obscurities or embellish with flights of fancy. I can still hear the slap of
Fr. Yumont's stick on the desk as he shrieked, "Mister! Look at the text! Don't tell me what
you think it means. Tell me what it says!"
From Fr. Yumont I acquired a habit of paying meticulous, maniacal attention to "the
text"-the holy object right in front of you. From him I learned that if you paid very close
attention to the text you would learn things richer and more complex than the interpretations
created by your imagination. If you refused to gloss over the obscurities and the ambiguities,
but struggled instead to comprehend a text exactly as it came down to you, you would enter
the mind and the distant world of someone else from long ago. And if your translation turned
out to be a bit duller than you wished, at least it had the advantage of being true.
Well, what if you do not have the text, but only selections from the text in biographies or
histories? How do you know you can rely on the quotations selected by others? In fact, you
cannot. That is why the work you do is so important.
I was reminded very recently that we almost lost the George Washington texts. I was
hunched over a fuzzy printout of a Washington letter I had downloaded from the Library of
Congress, and the phone rang. It was my father calling from Boston-"Turn on the TV!
George Washington's on the Discovery Channel!" I grabbed the remote and began poking
through the channels. "Which one is Discovery?" I asked my father in Boston as I searched a
cable system in Charlottesville. "No, wait-it's History Channel." That one I knew, and I
heard Edward Hermann narrating a segment on "history lost and found," about how
Washington's first editor, Jared Sparks, cut up the manuscripts to give away souvenirs of
Washington's handwriting. The government stepped in and bought the papers from the
Washington family, which was why I had just been able to download a Washington letter, for
free, from the Library of Congress. The dangers faced by historical documents are very real,
and still very much with us.
My previous book was about a southern plantation family, the Hairstons, and their slaves.
The white Hairstons had one of the largest plantation empires in the South, stretching from
Virginia to Mississippi. Being Scottish, the Hairstons had saved every piece of paper having
to do with money. These papers had been piled up in the attics of various family mansions in
Virginia and North Carolina and had sat there for a century and a half. The mice did a job
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"The Lansdowne Portrait"
by Gilbert Stuart, 1796
Photograph courtesy of The Papers of George Washington
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on some items but thankfully the great bulk seems to have survived. One member of the family,Judge Peter Wilson Hairston, decided in the 1960s that the papers had too much value to
remain in attics. He transported his holdings to the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and urged his cousins to do likewise. All together there are about 25,000 items, dating
from the 1760s to the 1930s. It was a great relief for me, as a documentary researcher, to know
that everything was in one place-a relief, that is, until one day I was having lunch withJudge
Hairston at his plantation when he mentioned, casually, "Did you ever get a chance to look
at the papers cousin Rufus had?" I nearly choked on my Brunswick Stew. "Cousin Rufus's
papers?" I said. "Oh yes. He's dead but his widow has all the stuff he took out of Oak Hill."
Next day I was on the road to Rufus's house, where his widow opened the drawer of a sideboard that was three inches deep and four feet across with a mass of old letters. There used
to be more she said, but thirty years earlier her son had brought some of the original royal
land grants to grade school for show and tell. The teachers asked to hold on to them to show
them around, and they never got them back. But in that drawer I found one of the most
important documents I discovered in a decade of searching. It was a five-generation genealogy of an extended slave family. Through this document I was able to show a blood tie between
the masters and slaves.
Authors are, notoriously, loners, so it is easy for us to lose sight of the fact that whenever
we sit down to write we invisibly link hands with hundreds of other writers, scholars,
researchers, and editors. The creation of a biographical or historical work is inevitably a collective enterprise. A magnificent infrastructure of knowledge surrounds and supports every
scholarly effort-libraries and microfilm collections and dissertations and archives. But the
foundation stone of this superstructure of knowledge is the text. I call my talk ''A Democracy
of Knowledge" because unless all citizens have reasonably easy access to reliable, accurate
texts, true knowledge is restricted to the mandarin class, the specialists with the funds, the
time, and the connections to gain access to original documents. This may sound like populist
ranting except that it is true. For my book on George Washington and his slaves I have access
to the superlative new work, The Papers of George Washington, which supersedes the previous
standard edition, The Writings of George Washington, a 37-volume compilation edited by John C.
Fitzpatrick. The new edition of Washington's papers is vastly more comprehensive, and places
in the hands of the public accurate transcriptions of the text as it is. It includes not only documents written by Washington, but letters and other documents sent to him, so we now have
a much more complete picture than the one presented by Fitzpatrick.
Let me go back to my point about the mandarins. Some fifty years ago Douglas Southall
Freeman wrote his seven-volume biography of Washington, which I suspect will forever be
the standard work. Freeman's own papers are at the Library of Congress, and I have spent
some time reviewing them. I was amazed at what I found-one binder after another containing typescripts of Washington documents. He had Fitzpatrick's edition at his disposal, but it
was inadequate. Whenever Freeman needed to have an accurate copy of a document, he
would dispatch a researcher from his office in Richmond to the Library of Congress or to
Mount Vernon, to copy out the document by hand and make a typescript for him. (At that
time, routine, high-volume photocopying was not an option.) Freeman had a staff supported
by grants from the Carnegie, Guggenheim, and Rockefeller foundations. He had the time and
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the funds to support a massive document-collection effort. He had to do that in order to create the highly accurate, supremely researched biography he wished to write. Who could
afford that today? The publication of the new edition of Washington's papers makes available
to all citizens a collection of documents which, just fifty years ago, only a Freeman, with his
foundation-supported staff, could afford to have.
A budget-cutter will now interrupt me to say-"Hey! What about the Internet? All that stuff
is out there. For free." Well, yes and no. The old rule still applies-you get what you pay for.
Let me use as an example the Washington letter I was downloading, for free, when my father
called.
A year ago I was reading letters from Washington to his Mount Vernon manager William
Pearce. I was trying to understand Washington's work records for the slaves to make sense of
mysterious markings in his diary. This week, a year later, I am writing a section about
Washington's aborted attempts to emancipate his slaves in the 1790s. I recalled that, in one of
the letters to Pearce in the 1790s, Washington, writing from Philadelphia, had asked him about
marriages among the Mount Vernon slaves. A year ago I did not think much of this, but this
week it is crucially important. Fortunately, I had made a note with the date of the letter. I was
able to go online to the Library of Congress website for the Washington Papers, type in the
date and the word Pearce, and in the blink of an eye I had the image of the original of the letter, which I was printing out when my father called to say "turn on the Discovery Channel!"
That letter, by the way, seems to indicate that perhaps for the third time, Washington was seriously thinking of freeing the Mount Vernon slaves. He asked Pearce to find out how much he
could get for renting out his mill and his farms, and the question about the marriages indicates
that the family connections among the slaves will be important in some transaction he is planning, the nature of which he kept secret from Pearce.
So now that we have all these things on the world wide web we can do away with the editors-right? Hardly. That letter from Washington to Pearce also says-I can't tell you why I'm
asking you to do this. I'll tell you later. The actual text is, "I will let you know shortly the object
I have in view by making these enquiries." Now, when the editors of the Washington Papers
get to that item, they will scour the rest of the letters, not just at the Library of Congress, but
elsewhere, to find out if Washington ever did explain his reasons in another letter, and they
will cross-reference it. Or they will say the other letters from that particular period are missing. They will also note if any list of dower slaves has actually been found; and if they did find
it somewhere, they will print it, with the names cross-referenced to every other roster of slaves
Washington ever drew up. That is what good editors do. And it is indispensable.
George Washington was, for his entire married life, ensnared in the financial web of
Martha's family, the Custises. I would never have been able to figure this out had it not been
for the herculean efforts of the editors of the Washington Papers. The Custis papers were
buried during the Civil War and suffered heavy damage. In an amazing act of documentary
resurrection, the editors laboriously transcribed these severely damaged items, which are crucial to understanding Washington. I know how difficult this was because I looked at the films
of the surviving papers- it is astonishing what they did.
When you are working with someone of the stature and broad influence of George
Washington, the ripples go out endlessly and so do the papers. I pulled a volume of the Papers
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of George Washington from my shelf, volume 4 of the Retirement Series, covering the period
April to December 1799 (The Papers of George Washington. Retirement Series., ed. Philander D.
Chase, Volume 4: April-December 1799, ed. W. W. Abbot [Charlottesville: University of Virginia
Press, 1999]). For just those nine months, the editors had gathered items from 46 different
repositories. I flipped to the back of the volume, which contains Washington's last will and
testament. The will itself, naturally, is printed in its entirety, but there is also a two-page introduction and twenty pages of commentary and explanation. Near this is the list of slaves
Washington drew up in the last summer of his life. The editors cross-referenced the slaves on
this list to other lists where Washington had described their characteristics and work habits.
Footnote 5 reads: "Molly, Charlotte, and Caroline-all listed here among the dower slaveswere in Washington's room when he died. See Tobias Lear's Narrative Accounts of the Death of
George Washington, printed below." For students, professional scholars, and average readers,
the work of the editors has opened a door onto one of the obscure rooms of Washington's life.
Let me give just one more example. In a letter of April 1799 Washington mentions in a
postscript that he has lately seen a book that describes Mount Vernon and comments rather
favorably on it-"not as many mistakes as I expected." Well, the editors went out and tracked
down that book. Footnote 5 says "the book was undoubtedly Isaac Weld's Travels through the
States ofNorth America . .." And then they reprint Weld's commentary on Mount Vernon. This
is not pedantry, but extremely useful scholarship, for in the footnote describing this obscure
tome we find a quotation from it stating that, "the house and offices are out of repair; the old
part of the building is in a perishable state; the furniture is dropping to pieces." So thanks to
the diligent efforts of dedicated editors, we get this revealing snapshot of Mount Vernon's
appearance in Washington's final year.
Do you have any idea what it is like for me to have an index of the names of Washington's
slaves? That is an amazing resource. Do you know what it is like to have scholarly annotations to Washington's cash accounts? This kind of editing is a great gift to me, and a great gift
to anyone who tries to understand the enigmatic man who stands at the core of the American
enterprise.
Yes, the Internet can produce, in the blink of an eye, an image of a text. But no machine
can tell you what that text might mean. The Internet is giving us, for free, an anarchy of facts.
What documentary editing tries to create is a democracy of knowledge. Which would we
rather have?
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ARTICLE

A Patient's Point of View
Nineteenth-Century Syphilis
Treatment
Linda A. Fisher

11 A }

hat was it like to be a patient in early nineteenth-century America? Although medical historians have studied doctors' records and textbooks from that era, until
recent years they paid less attention to accounts of illness by actual patients.
Historian Roy Porter has written about patient experiences in Britain, encouraging others to
seek such records on this side of the Atlantic to improve our knowledge of antebellum health
care.!
The diary of Joseph J. Mersman (1824-92), in the collection of the Missouri Historical
Society in St. Louis, contains one such account of a patient's illness and medical treatment (see
illustration p. 18). Mersman, born on a farm in Oldenburg, in present-day Lower Saxony in
northern Germany, emigrated to the United States with his widowed father and five siblings
in 1833. 2 The Roman Catholic family lived first in rural Ohio and then in Cincinnati, where
many others from their village also settled. Mersman worked as a grocery clerk for ten years,
learned how to run a business, and studied French with a friend. He began keeping his journal, a single bound volume of some 300 pages, in 1847 and made entries during the next fifteen years, displaying proficiency in three languages. Although most of the diary is in English,
Mersman wrote confidential entries in French and German. Mersman described business
practices, artistic performances, transportation methods, recreational activities, family gatherings, courtship rituals, and political campaigns, painting a vivid picture of American frontier
urban life.
This article focuses on the diary's account of one particular episode of illness, but the manuscript in its entirety contains information of greater significance: Mersman's story illustrates
the development of the middle class in nineteenth-century America. 3 In 1849, when he was
twenty-five, Mersman moved to St. Louis, where he andJohn Clemens Nulsen (1824-1906)

·VV

1Roy Porter, Disease, Medicine and SOCiety in England, 7550-7860, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1995); see also, Roy Porter, ed., Patients and Practitioners: Lay PerceptiOns o/Medicine in Pre-Industrial Society
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).
2Born in Damme, Oldenburg, on 17 July 1824 (Churchbook, 1650-1875, Baptisms, 1820-39, 144,
Katholische Kirche Damme [Amtsgericht Vechta], Microfilm 909912, Family History Library, Salt Lake City,
Utah), Joseph Mersman emigrated to Minster, Ohio, in 1833 Oohannes Ostendorf, Zur Geschichte der
Auswanderung aus dem alten Amt Darnme [Oldb.), insbesondere nach Nordamerika, in den Jahren
1830-1880 [OldenburgerJahrbuch, vol. 46/47, 1942-43],256), and relocated to Cincinnati in 1838. Between
1832 and 1852, about 2,000 individuals, one third of the population of his village, also emigrated to America.
3His family emigrated to find opportunities in the New World, and Mersman documented their steps on the
road to success. His diary captures the routines of boardinghouse life, the joys of popular amusements, and
the demands of commercial enterprises, providing a record more powerful than a memoir, where the passage
of time and subsequent events may influence the writer.
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established a business and became prominent members of the German-American community (see illustrations p. 17). They rectified whiskey and imported cigars. 4 Nulsen & Mersman
bought raw whiskey wholesale, distilled it a second time to increase the alcohol content and
remove impurities, added coloring and flavoring, and then distributed the refined product to
retail businesses such as saloons and brothels. In addition to recording his progress in becoming a successful merchant, Mersman described an illness that had a profound effect on his
entire life: syphilis.
Writing thirty years before Henrik Ibsen shocked audiences with his play, Ghosts (1881),
which showed the impact of syphilis on two generations, Mersman provides a dimension
absent in medical publications of the period. Syphilis, epidemic in Europe in the 1500s, was
known by multiple names. The English called it "the Spanish Disease," Italians "the French
Disease," but medical texts used "the Great Pox" to distinguish it from that other scourge,
smallpox. 5 In 1530 the Italian poet Girolamo Fracastoro wrote a poem about a mythical shepherd named "Syphilus" whom the gods punished with a venereal disease. Thus, "syphilis"
entered the English language as the name of the illness itself. 6
Caused by a spiral-shaped bacterium, Treponema pallidum, and spread by intimate contact,
syphilis has three stages that have been recognized for centuries. Primary syphilis, manifested by a painless sore or chancre at the site of infection, disappears in weeks (see illustration
p. 17). Secondary syphilis, characterized by a rash, may last many months, usually up to a year
(see illustration p. 17). In one out of four cases, secondary relapses occur, giving episodic skin
and mucous membrane manifestations of the illness for as long as five years. Waxing and waning commonly occurs with untreated syphilis. Both early stages eventually resolve even without treatment, leading patients to believe they have been cured. Infected individuals are highly contagious during the early stages, that is, the first few years, but after that time they no
longer spread syphilis to sexual partners. 7 The illness then has a period of latency that may
last from a few weeks to three decades. Tertiary syphilis, which becomes evident long after the
original infection, appears as damage to the neurological, cardiovascular, and musculoskeletal systems. Patients may lose their vision, become demented, develop heart problems or
experience severe bone pain. Syphilitic lesions, gummas, may appear in the skin, mucous
4Rectifying whiskey, the process of distilling spirits to remove contaminants or increase the alcohol content,
was a common practice in the pre-Civil War era. See Gerald Carson, The Social History ofBourbon: An Unhurried
Account of Our Star-Spangled American Drink (New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1963), 66, 235-37, and
Leonard Monzert, Monzert's Practical Distiller: An Exhaustive Treatise on the Art ofDistilling and Rectifjing Spirituous
Liquors and Alcohol (Bradley, Illinois: Undsay Publications, Inc., 1987),51-52, 64-68. See also Gary Regan and
Mardee Haidin Regan, The Book of Bourbon and Other Fine American Whiskeys (Shelburne, Vermont: Chapters
Publishing Ltd., 1995), 40-4l.
5u.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Syphilis: A Synopsis, Public Health Service Publication
No. 1660 (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967), 1-13. See also,Jon Arrizabalaga,John
Henderson, and Roger French, The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Europe (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1997), 1-16, and Claude Quetel, History of Syphilis (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1990), 1-50.
6William van Wyck, The Sinister Shepherd: A Translation of Girolamo Fracastoro's Syphilidis Sive De Morbo Gallico
Libri Tres, (Los Angeles: The Primavera Press, 1934), xiii-xviii.
7p. Frederick Sparling, "Natural History of Syphilis" in Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 3rd ed., King K Holmes
et aI., eds. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1999),473-78; Kurt Isselbacher et aI., eds., Harrison's PrinCiples ofInternal
Medicine, 13th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1994),726-32; and James H.Jones, Bad Blood: The Tuskegee Syphilis
Experiment (New York: The Free Press, 1993), 1-5.
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Joseph]. Mersman (1824-92)
circa 1851

John Clemens Nulsen (1824-1906) circa
1895

Courtesy of William E. Giraldin

Courtesy of the St. Louis Public Library

Primary lesion of syphilis
From Morrow, 1889

Patient with secondary syphilis
From Morrow, 1889

Documentary Editing 25(1) Spring 2003

17

membranes, internal organs, bones, eyes, and other parts of the body.8
Only one-third of untreated patients go on to develop tertiary syphilis. One study conducted from 1890 until 1910 showed that the probability of dying directly as a result of
untreated syphilis was seventeen percent in males and eight percent in females, so even without effective treatment, the majority of patients do not succumb to "the Great Pox."9
If a woman with the disease in its early phase becomes pregnant, syphilis can be transmitted to the unborn and cause miscarriage or stillbirth. Infected babies often die within the
first few months of life; only half of the children with untreated congenital syphilis survive
infancy. They may develop characteristic features later: notched teeth, facial deformities, deafness, and other developmental abnormalities. 10 In modern America, we seldom see the findings associated with congenital syphilis, but in Mersman's day, they were common. ll
The germ that causes syphilis was identified in 1905; a year later, a diagnostic blood test
was developed and named for its creator, August von Wassermann. 12 Penicillin, available
since the 1940s, simplified treatment: a single injection cures primary or secondary syphilis in
adults, and a series of injections spaced over three weeks treats most cases of tertiary syphilis.
Screening of pregnant women prevents congenital syphilis or results in neonatal treatment, so
developmental abnormalities no longer occur in American children.
However, in the early nineteenth century, syphilis was much like AIDS today: a deadly
illness, transmitted sexually, the cure of which was uncertain. 13 Doctors used various treatments, but they provided symptomatic relief, not an end to disease progression. Many physicians recommended mercury compounds, orally or topically, despite the toxic side effects.
For example, calomel (mercurous chloride) caused anemia, stomatitis, and renal failure. Some
doctors prescribed potassium iodide in various forms-gargles, lotions, tonics, salves-although
it caused profound gastro-intestinal disturbances, dreadful skin reactions, and impaired intellect and voluntary motion. 14 The ineffectiveness of treatments did not discourage their widespread use, even when they had fatal side effects.
Various practitioners gave opium for the pain associated with syphilitic lesions. They recommended baths-either for heat or hygiene-with nostrums added to the water. They applied
8Morton Swartz, Bernadine Healy, and Daniel Musher, "Late Syphilis" in Holmes et al., 487-509, andJones,

Bad Blood, 1-5.
9N. Danholt et al., "The Oslo Study of Untreated Syphilis: A Restudy of the Boeck-Brunsgaard Material concerning the Fate of Syphilitics Who Receive no Specific Treatment." Acta Dermato-Venereologica 34:34, 1954; see
also Holmes et al., Diseases, 475-76.
lOJustin Radolf et al., "Congenital Syphilis" in Holmes et al., Diseases, 1165-1189; see also John Stokes,
Herman Beerman, and Norman Ingraham,Jr., Modem Clinical Syphilology, 3rd ed. (New York: W B. Saunders
Company, 1944), 1068-1169.
11 Of course, exact statistics for that period do not exist, since no one was counting. Later studies from prepenicillin years indicate widespread disease. For example, a 1917 estimate was that syphilis accounted for 20%
of U.S. stillbirths; a 1922 study indicated that 8% of English school children had congenital syphilis; and a 1936
study indicated that 2% of U.S. children and 5.6 per cent of U.S. infants were syphilitic. See Holmes et al.,
Diseases, 1166.
12William Allen Pusey, Syphilis as a Modem Problem (Chicago: American Medical Association, 1915), 31;
Holmes et al., Diseases, 1166; PHS #1660, 9.
13Many authors, including Arrizabalaga et al., The Great Pax,Jones, Bad Blood, and Quetel, History of Syphilis
(cited above), have compared these two diseases.
14Freeman Bumstead, The Pathology and Treatment of Venereal Diseases (Philadelphia: Heney C. Lea, 1874),
499-515.
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blisters (caustic agents on bandages) and leeches to specific sores. They created recipes for
decoctions, concentrated brews made from herbaceous plants, often including Brazilian sarsaparilla, which enjoyed a totally undeserved reputation as a "blood purifier" (see illustrations
p. 20).15 Sometimes they recommended surgical excision of persistent lesions. When other
treatments failed, doctors prescribed a change of climate, a change of diet, total abstinence
from alcohol, or bed rest-or any combination of those measures!16
No matter which therapies they used, nineteenth-century physicians routinely advised
their patients to postpone marriage during treatment. Professors of medicine debated, "When
should syphilitic patients be allowed to marry?" Some believed that a patient could safely consummate a marriage as soon as three weeks after the disappearance of the last visible lesion;
others recommended years of celibacy. They warned that without medical approval, "sexual
excitement" might worsen a patient's condition. 17
Such was the state of medical science in Mersman's time. His record details the facts of his
case and documents emotions prompted by deadly illness: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. A century after Mersman wrote, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, a psychiatrist
in the United States, described these stages in a landmark book based on her clinical experience. 18 Mersman articulates the same feelings expressed by seriously ill patients today,
demonstrating the universality of the physician's observations.
Throughout his diary-before and after the onset of his illness-Mersman describes a gregarious life: he attended parties, balls, plays, picnics, and concerts. He participated in bar hopping, card playing, cigar smoking, and skirt chasing. His circle of friends included men and
women of all ages. Not merely a desire for culture drew him to the theater: several entries
indicate that playhouses offered more than onstage entertainment. For example, in the "cock
loft" or balcony, women of easy virtue could be found. 19 In one entry, Mersman reported that
the real excitement of the evening began after he left the theater. 20
I noticed a woman setting in a seat before us look at me very attentively. As the
piece was drawing to a close she leaned back and requested me to walk home
with her. ... She had the appearance of being a decent countrywoman, and like
an innocent young man gave her my arm as soon as the play was over. ... On the
15To this day, the slang term "bad blood" can mean syphilis and other ailments. See Jones, Bad Blood, 5-6,
71-73.
16Frederick Hollick, A Popular Treatise on Venereal Diseases (New York: T. W. Strong, 1852), 167-89, 213-28.
See also, Homer Bostwick, A Complete Practical Work on the Nature and Treatment o/Venereal Diseases (New York:
Burgess, Stringer & Co., 1848), 172-78, 341-48; Langston Parker, The Modem Treatment of Syphilitic Diseases
(Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 1854), 246-6l.
17As the century continued, medical authorities became more conservative in their recommendations concerning marriage and patients with syphilis, some prescribing up to five years of sexual abstinence. Alfred
Fournier, Syphilis and Marriage (New York: D. Appleton & Company, 1881); see also Ludwig Schuster, Wann
durfen Syphilistische heiraten? (Berlin: R. Schoetz, 1893), Prince Morrow, Social Diseases and Marriage: Social
Prophylaxis (New York: Lea Brothers & Co, 1904), and Jonathan Hutchinson, Syphilis (New York: Funk and
W~alls Co., 1913), 553-56.
1 Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, On Death and Dying (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1969).
19The Diary ofJosephJ. Mersman, 1847-1864, Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Missouri, 1 December
l~i?- Subsequent references to this source text appear as "lJM," including date of entry.
For this quotation and others following, the non-standard capitalization and spelling duplicate the appearance of the source text. Square brackets [thus) supply words the author omitted; brief French and Latin phrases, in italics, appear translated in parentheses (thus). [Translation) marks entire sentences that have been translated into English. Ellipses indicate the omission of words not necessary for comprehension of the quotations.
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Advertisement, circa 1880
Courtesy of Detroit Historical Society

A roll of Brazilian sarsaparilla
Courtesy of Lioyd Library and Museum, Cincinnati, OH

Smilax sarsaparilla as shown in an
1854 medical text
Courtesy of Lioyd Library and
Museum, Cincinnati, OH
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way [to her hotel] she kept squeezing my arm. I knew I had a chance, went
upstairs with and to bed also, gave her two rounds. Then jumped up, gave her
a dollar. .. was home as the clock struck 12.21
Mersman's interest in women continued after he arrived in St. Louis. He noted, "The
ladies here are far more dressy than in Cincinnati and dress much more lasciviously. Their
bubbies are quite exposed. I have no objections. Conquests must be easier here to make."22
Mersman's accounts reveal the prevailing sexual mores of his time. Once, he and John
Clemens Nulsen (whose wife was out of town) went out on a "skin chase." They were disappointed at Flora Garden, a botanical oasis with refreshment stands, and Mersman concluded
his entry: "Nothing there. I and Clemens returned home with Stiff p's."23
In several instances, the unmarried Mersman described sexual encounters with women
who accepted money for their favors. He candidly reported his visit to an "accommodation
House" (brothel) in September 1849. 24
Last week I called on Eliza one of our Customers residing on Almond Street.
The good woman took a fancy to my humble self, while I took a fancy to one of
her girls. Had ample satisfaction out of her at [a] moderate rate-only two gourdes. 25
Eight weeks after that exposure, the first dark cloud appeared on Mersman's horizon.
Since my last entry, I have been ... to two Ball's .... Amused myself capitally, but
did not drink anything because I had a sort [of] Poxum Secondarum (secondary
pox), and my good Docteur Petri recommended total abstinence of Liquor and
Eatables. 26
Mersman then consulted Doctor Ignatius Petri (c. 1819-73), a German physician with a
thriving practice in St. Louis. 27 Even today, when sexually transmitted diseases are among the
most common infections in the United States, the associated social stigma impairs public
health efforts. 28 Attitudes in 1850 were no different: the federal census mortality schedule that
year did not list any sexually transmitted diseases! InJanuary 1850, Mersman stopped equivocating about his medical problem and began aggressive treatment for syphilis.
There is no doubt I have the Shankre Secondaire (secondary chancre) and must
undergo a very disagreeable cure. This is to drink every day a half gallon of
Sarasparilla decoction, to keep quiet in my room and to eat very little, and noth2~M, 19 January 1849.
2~M, 22 April 1849.
2"TTM, 13 May 1849.
211M, 17 June 1849.
2::>lJM, 10 September 1849. Almond Street was the red-light district of St. Louis. "Gourdes," the monetary
unit in Haiti, is used here, apparently, as slang for "dollars."
26TTM, 9 December 1849. Mersman probably learned the medical term from his doctor.
27At his death in 1873, two obituaries, one in a German-language newspaper, reported Petri's age as "54"
(MississipPi Bliitter Sonntagsblatt der Westlichen Post, 20 April 1873, p. 8, and The Missouri Republican, 20 April 1873,
p. 7). Dr. Petri's estate included 448 gallons of "Nordhouse Snaps (sic)" valued at $4 per gallon, which he had
used in making tonics for his patients. (Estate #10696, City of St. Louis Probate Court Record, Civil Courts
Building, St. Louis, Missouri.) The 1860 federal census recorded Petri's birthplace as "Saxony" (entry for I.
Petri, dwelling 1004, family 1925, p. 234, line 26, St. Louis, Missouri, 8th Ward, NA Microfilm M653, Roll
652. Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29;
N~~onal Archives, Washington, DC)
Thomas Eng and William Butler, eds. The Hidden EpidemiC: Confronting Sexually Transmitted Diseases
(Washington, DC: National Academy Press, 1997), 88-89.
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ing that contains grease of any kind. The Cure is very disagreeable, 12 glasses of
mixture about as disagreeable as anything can well be. I commenced last Friday,
the 11th, the 14th finished the first 2 gallons of this Decocque (decoction).
Yesterday I took a sort of intervening purgative and today I commenced the 2nd
2 gallons. I do not so far experience the effect of this treatment except getting
very weak. If this cure really cures me I shall give vent to my joy in this faithful
journaL29
Early nineteenth-century physicians-categorized as allopathic, botanic, homeopathic,
eclectic, or "Indian" -usually learned their art on the job.3 O Dr. Petri, evidently a botanic practitioner, recommended decoctions and dietary modifications-benign treatments. In contrast,
allopathic physicians often prescribed mercury compounds for syphilis. Perhaps Mersman
sought to avoid the toxicity of mercury, which was common knowledge. Just as modern
patients seek out "alternative healers," Mersman controlled the outcome of the consultation
by his choice of a doctor: He selected one who would, in fact, do no harm.
On February 17, 1850, Mersman wrote in French, to protect his privacy.
[Translation] I must write in French, because I want to recount the miser-able
consequences of an illness ... .It is secondary chancre with which I have suffered
in the last five weeks. A Doctor Petri cured me with "Sarsaparilla." I had to
drink 6 gallons, a half gallon a day. What a terrible medicine! But at present I
don't feel completely recovered because there is still a place that is more painful
than it ought to be. But I have to carry on for the first year as though I had nothing to fear from a return of the illness. 31
Subsequently, Mersman endured another round-this time, three weeks-of intensive sarsaparilla therapy in the company of another syphilis patient, AdolphJuliusJager, a German
grocer in business near Mersman's store.3 2 The two men stayed in Jager's living quarters, consoling each other as they consumed noxious medicinal compounds. In early March, Mersman
wrote, "Am at present entirely recovered from Shankre Secondaire, at least I think so, tho' the
Doctor thinks it is not certain and recommended very careful diet every spring and the annual repetition of Sarsaparilla Tea."33
Unfortunately, his relief soon vanished. In mid-April, Mersman reported,
I am again troubled with that damned Complaint which has already given me
so much trouble this winter. Doctor Petri has had the brazenfacedness to charge
me 40$ and his care is still imperfect. It has lately shown itself again on my
tongue and my lips. The Doctor has given me a preparation to wash the sore
places with, and as soon as [it is] warm again I shall have to endure the
damnable Cure again, and hope to God I may get cured for I am getting desperate, for unless I am cured I shall never marry, and as soon as I am certain
that I can not marry I shall care damn little about getting rich or making or even
remaining longer an honest man. Were I to push matters now I doubt not but
that I could sleep every night with a good looking woman, but curse this affliction I dare not do it. I feel like courting a little now and then and have the
2~M, 16January 1850.
3 Some city directories listed physicians according to those categories, e.g., Williams' Cincinnati Directory,
Guide and Business Mirror (Cincinnati: C. S. Williams, 1853), 324, 326, 328.
3iJM, 17 February 1850.
~, Green's St. Louis Directory for 7857 (St. Louis: Charles & Hammond, 1850), 180.
33.DM, 3 March 1850.
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acquaintance of a good looking young lady, but the excitement of feeling is forbidden by Medecin. 34
Mersman resolved to change his sexual behavior, writing, " ... now that I have myself
determined to marry I have also made up my mind to make myself as worthy of my future
wife as I possibly can."35 Because his symptoms persisted, in June 1850, Mersman visited
Cincinnati, ostensibly to visit family and friends, but actually to consult another popular practitioner, Dr. Franz]. C. Oberdorf (1776-1860) .
... He gave but a gloomy picture of my affliction, represented the difficulty of its
cure. Gave me however a recipe which he seemed confident would effect a cure.
The ingredients are: 2 parts sour dock, 1 part burdock, 1 part Brazilian
Sarsaparilla. Now I shall have to ... get the botanical names of these articles. I
shall have it prepared every day, about a full handful put in a half gallon of
water, which is to simmer until one third has evaporated. This must be done in
a closed kettle so that none of the strength is lost. 36
A few days later, still in Cincinnati, Mersman confided to his diary the name of the woman
who had captured his attention.
The Lord knows I suffer most with my Sickness. I am determined I will if possible get rid of this Sickness first, before I trouble myself about a future whose
value is uncertain. Poor Claudine, I think she loves me. I certainly love and
respect her much more than I have ever done any girl. But I shall never marry
her or any other one without her being made acquainted with my affliction, its
nature, the effect it may have on my Children &c. Even now I feel the necessity of avoiding all excitement, dare not see any of my former female friends,
except married ones .... I do not know why I love Claudine, but the fact is pretty certain .... If after undergoing a few more cures I think myself incurable I may
perhaps either blow my brains out, or go traveling and spend the money I have
made and then finish. I felt very downhearted this evening. 37
Claudine Creuzbauer (1829-90), a native of Baden and the sister of Nulsen's wife, resided
in the same St. Louis boardinghouse as Mersman and his business partner.3 8 Not as pretty as

other girls whom Mersman courted earlier, Claudine had the advantage of proximity. Because
of his interest in Claudine, Mersman declined his sister's offer to introduce him to eligible
women while he visited Cincinnati. He wrote in French, "[Translation] When one is sick, one
cannot think of marriage, or, when one is in love, one may not enjoy others."39
The summer of 1850 dragged on and Mersman endured additional medical treatments.
A most disagreeable time have I had of it. The summer has been the hottest
known here for the last 10 years and I have taken every other morning a sulphur

3!UM, 16 April 1850.
3;;v.M, 3 June 1850.
3 JJM, 7June 1850. Originally from a village near Heidelberg, Dr. Oberdorf began practicing medicine in
Cincinnati in 1833. His biography appears in Der Deutsche Pionier, 18 vol. (Cincinnati, Ohio: Deutschen
Pionier-Verein, 1869), 1: 163-66. The scientific names of the herbs are Rumex acetosa, Arctium lappa and Smilax
safsaparilla.

3~M, 12June 1850.

In fact, at the time of the federal census enumeration, 29 July 1850, Claudine, her father, her sister, and
the entire staff of Nulsen & Mersman resided in the same St. Louis boarding house! Entry for Clara Creazbar
(sic), dwelling 203, family 268, p. 46, line 20, St. Louis, Missouri, 4th Ward, Census of Population; 1850 U.S.
CjllSUS; NA Microfilm M432, roll 417.
JJM, 6 June 1850.
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bath as hot as I could bear it. At present I think I am cured. There are still some
indications of its existence in my mouth, but they are kept in existence through
my smoking. For over two months I followed Doctor Oberdorfs Cure and Petri's
at the Same time. Am now very weak. I think in 3 or 4 weeks more I shall be
through with Medecine and for a fat and a good wife. I have and have not been
courting all this time. It depends with me to give my doings a name. I have been
a good deal with Claudine, at home, riding out on Sundays, to Theatre with her,
but to all appearance (including ourselves) we are reserved as ever. 40
Mersman scrutinized his body's signs of disease, knowing that he could not marry until
they had completely resolved. His fellow sufferer, AdolphJager, married Caroline Frank on
September 22, 1850, and Mersman attended the wedding, wishing that he were so fortunate
as to have a wife. 41 His diary contains frequent references to his illness, so sickness remained
on his mind throughout autumn. In late October 1850, he wrote,
I am not cured yet of my damned Complaint, whether it is owing to my damned
habit of smoking or is not yet entirely eradicated from the system I cannot say.
But during this week I have had two new sores .... True, I have been a little dissipating again, but if it was all gone it ought not to return so rapidly. I shall not
commence courting in earnest until the Doctor tells me to go ahead .... I do wish
I was entirely cured and a certain young lady my wife. I should endeavor to be
happy.42
In mid-December 1850, Mersman declared the end of his crisis.
I shall take the first opportunity of concluding my life contract with Sweet
Claudine. I am now entirely cured and can offer myself as an honest man.
Should have courted the dear girl more earnestly already last summer, but could
not do so as an honest man, not knowing if I should ever get well again. Besides
I was so cast down all last Summer while undergoing this outrageous cure.
However I am not certain yet that I shall be accepted. If not, I doubt whether I
shall ever offer myself again, but I think the little girl loves me and all will end
as I wish. Anyhow I shall know before long. 43
Four days after Christmas, Mersman wrote, "Thursday evening we were all ... to a ... ball.
As I had good opportunity, I availed myself of it to declare my love to its dear object, which
after some pretended or real doubts as to its reality was accepted."44
The engagement was brief: Claudine, the only unmarried Creuzbauer daughter, was nearly twenty-two years of age. Eager for a husband, she had been acquainted with Mersman for
two years. Both her sisters-one older and one younger-married when they were barely seventeen and immediately began families. 45 Her two older brothers had gone to Texas to find
their fortunes, leaving Claudine as the last Creuzbauer child without her own household. She
40jJM, 22 September 1850. Mersman's description of persistent mucosal lesions raises the possibility that
thel were gummas, manifestations of tertiary syphilis.
4 11M, 22 September 1850. Documentation of the wedding can also be found in St. Louis County Marriage
Records 5:76, Recorder of Deeds, City Hall, St. Louis, Missouri. AdolphJager died just two years after the
marriage, October 1852, at the age of 43, of "nervous fever," possibly syphilitic meningitis or some other manifestation ofthe disease. (Adolph Julius Jager entry, St. Louis Death Register 8:165, St. Louis Division of Vital
Records, St. Louis, Missouri; microfilm roll RDSL-l, St. Louis County Library, St. Louis, Missouri.)
4~ M, 20 October 1850.
4~M, 15 December 1850.
4:;J}M, 29 December 1850.
4 The younger sister, Albertine Nulsen, has one baby already and is pregnant with a second; the older
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chose the last Thursday in January for her wedding. The night before, Mersman wrote,
Tomorrow is at last the eventful day of my marriage with Miss Claudine
Creuzbaur, the day that will seal my happiness or misery, for with me there is
no medium ... my Sweetheart says she is confident that she loves me fully as
affectionately as I do her ... as to being faithful that is a thing or a virtue that I
owe to my self fully as much as to my trusting wife .... I am now worth about
5000 dollars. With my wife I receive nothing, consequently all my property is
honestly my own. I have not married for money or gain. 46
When Mersman wed Claudine, he became Nulsen's brother-in-law as well as his business
partner. Mersman tied the knot after inscribing his diary with a long quotation from Eugene
Scribe's 1824 comedy, Le Mariage d'argent (The Marriage for Money). Mersman declared that he
was not marrying for money, but he was not swept away by passion. The match had all the
ingredients attractive to a man who aimed to be reasonable: mutual esteem, a sound financial
basis, and comparable social rank. 47 Mersman's next entry, a week after the wedding, reveals
that syphilis cast a shadow on his joy.
I have also followed my medical advise. Shall for the first three weeks take a sort
of blood quieting preparation. In one respect, however, I have been sadly disobedient. Instead of indulging in sexual enjoyment once a night, I have been so
incautious as to go it five times the first night, two the 2nd, 3 the 3rd night and
twice a night since, except yesterday morning when I was so warm that my tool
wouldn't stand. Last evening I was in the same hobble, however during the night
I made the matter good. 48
During the next eighteen years, Mersman and his wife had four sons and four daughters,
leaving little time for his "former daily companion," the diary.49 His hair turned white when
he was thirty-eight, but his wife continued to see him as "handsome."50 Abruptly in 1864, his
journal entries ceased. Although Mersman's diary provides a vivid description of his medical
treatment and his emotional reaction, it leaves important questions unanswered: 1) Did the
author's illness progress? 2) Did his wife become infected? 3) Did his children develop congenital syphilis?
Other records had to solve these mysteries and put this obscure diarist into context. When
the journal was discovered, the identities of the author and those he called "Clemens" and
"Claudine" were unknown. Mersman's occupation, background, and historical significance
were mysteries. Therefore, his story had to be carefully researched. The diarist mentioned
twelve dozen people-performers, politicians, friends-and described the social networks of
German-Americans in Cincinnati and St. Louis. Reconstructing Mersman's world required an
sister, Ottilie Rhoades, has two children. (SeelJM, 25 March 1849 andlJM, 20June 1851; see also entry for

B. T. Rhodes (SiC), dwelling 2278, family 1925, p. 335, line 26, LaSalle County, Illinois, Salisbury Township,
1850 U.S. Census, NA Microfilm M432, Roll 115.)
4~M, 30 January 1850.
4 Claudine's father, Karl Friedrich Creuzbauer (1793-1870), a retired army captain from the Grand Duchy
of Baden, and her mother, the former Baroness Caroline Hornig von Homburg (1794-1870), Lutherans who
had emigrated in the late 1830s, owned considerable land in the St. Louis area at the time of Mersman's marriage to their daughter. Despite his own more humble origins, Mersman believed that his ambition and
p4o~pects made him socially the equal of the Creuzbauers-at least, on the west side of the Atlantic Ocean.
4WrM, 6 February 1850.
_;;RM, 25 September 1864.
o lIM, 28 September 1862.
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investigation that unfolded slowly and unpredictably. What was envisioned as a limited project has become a scavenger hunt that has consumed three years of effort and led to archives
in fifteen of the United States and in Germany.
The extensive research-originally conducted primarily to find Mersman's family members-has revealed the diary's great historical value. The record of a true bilingual, the journal
provides eyewitness accounts of significant events in nineteenth-century Cincinnati and St.
Louis. Mersman and his family epitomize the German-American community of that era,
when the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati was synonymous with fun, not urban
blight.
In addition to eight children, Mersman had twenty-two grandchildren, and twenty-eight
great-grandchildren. Three of his siblings had offspring, as well. Descendents of the family
were sought in order to find photographs that would augment the diary. Eventually, illustrations for the publication were discovered in states far from Missouri and Ohio, where
Mersman resided. Family collections and archives in Indiana, Florida, Kansas, Arizona, and
Texas have yielded pictures. For example, the photograph of Claudine Mersman, Joseph's
wife (see illustration p. 27), was retrieved from Austin, Texas.
The project is still incomplete, slowed by funding concerns. The process of editing the
journal has followed the historical research required to understand the entries. A rough transcription of the entire diary started the project in 1999; instruction at Camp Edit in June 2000
prompted numerous changes to the entire manuscript, to improve fidelity to the source text. 51
The editing process has developed policies concerning capitalization, punctuation, spelling,
and abbreviations (see Editorial Policies p. 29) following experience with the original and
exposure to other examples of documentary editing. The planned print edition will show
Mersman's multilingual competence by having English translations immediately follow the
German and French entries.
Research has solved many of the puzzles presented by Mersman's diary. The entries
stopped in 1864 because Mersman lost his vision that year-at age forty. His illness caused him
to resign from business activities and the Masonic 10dge. 52 It is likely that syphilis caused the
loss of his sight, for optic atrophy, iritis, and chorioretinitis-manifestations of late syphilis-all
result in diminished vision. 53 But Mersman's intellectual capabilities remained intact for
years. In 1870 he formed a partnership with a German grain dealer who had emigrated from
Hanover, Charles Orthwein (1839-98), his nephew by marriage. Orthwein & Mersman sold
wheat, barley, and hops to another business owned by German immigrants in St. Louis: the
Anheuser-Busch Brewery.54 In 1880, Mersman retired completely at the age of fIfty-six, after
51 The common, shortened term for the 29th Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents sponsored by
the National Historical Publications and Records Commission, The University of Wisconsin-Madison, and the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, June 18-23, 2000.
52Don Heinrich Tolzmann, ed., The German Element in St. Louis (Baltimore: Clearfield Company, Inc., 2000),
33; and E. D. Kargau, Mercantile, Industrial and ProfeSSional St. Louis (St. Louis: Nixonjones, 1902), 160-162;
St~ Louis Post-Dispatch, 29 March 1892; Membership records, Grand Lodge of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri.
:J3Holmes et al., Diseases, 493; see also Isselbacher et al., Harrison's Principles, 73l.
54Walter B. Stevens, St. Louis: History of the Fourth City, 3 vol. (St. Louis: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1909),
2: 104-7; see also Anzeiger des J1it>stens, 28 March 1892. Mersman's blindness and intact mental capabilities are
noted in the listing for Orthwein & Mersman, Missouri, Vol. 38, p. 41ON, R. G. Dun & Co. Collection, Baker
Library, Harvard Business School, Boston, Massachusetts.
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Claudine Creuzbauer (1829-90)
circa 1850
Courtesy ofJoAn Dreahn
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building a large home facing Lafayette Square, a fashionable neighborhood. He lived another dozen years, investing in real estate and other ventures, before dying of "paralysis" (most
likely a manifestation of tertiary syphilis) on 26 March 1892.55 The city death register notes
his occupation as "capitalist" and that his body was cremated. His estate, valued in excess of
$500,000, was left in trust for the benefit of his children and grandchildren.
Claudine Creuzbauer Mersman's obstetrical history was typical of a healthy woman of the
era. Her first child, born fourteen months after the wedding (31 March 1852), was followed
by other babies in 1855, 1857, 1859, 1862, 1864, 1868, and 187l, evidently without the stillbirths or neonatal deaths so common in women with early syphilis. 56 Since the risk of congenital syphilis is directly related to the stage of maternal syphilis during pregnancy,
Claudine's first two children were the ones most in jeopardy.
In 1890, when she was sixty-one years old, Claudine predeceased her husband by two
years. Her cause of death, "peripheral vasculitis," was more likely a complication of diabetes
mellitus than evidence of tertiary syphilis. 57 Since her babies were big at birth-the first weighed
nine pounds, the second, eleven pounds, the sixth, eight-it is probable that Claudine was diabetic. 58
All of Mersman's children lived to adulthood. For five of them, including the first child,
photographs have survived .. Although one son (the fourth child) died at age forty-five, the
other seven lived well into their sixties and seventies. Nothing about their medical histories
suggests congenital syphilis. Photographs of Mersman's children give every appearance of
their being healthy: they have no visible stigmata of congenital syphilis.
The treatments prescribed by Mersman's doctors-hot baths, vegetable decoctions, purgatives, a low-fat diet, and abstinence from alcohol, tobacco, and sex-may not have cured his
illness, but they apparently delayed his marriage long enough so that he was no longer contagious. His personal medical history is consistent with syphilis that was ineffectively treated.
Mersman's wife, Claudine, evidently escaped infection, and as a result, her children were
spared the consequences of congenital disease.
Mersman's diary indicates that he went through all of the stages described by Kubler-Ross.
First, he expressed denial, saying he was not sure he has syphilis. He postponed aggressive
treatment until there was no doubt that he had a serious condition. Second, Mersman demon55Joseph Mersman entry, St. Louis Death Register 54:71, microfIlm roll RDSL-36, St. Louis County Library,
St. Louis, Missouri.
56In contrast, the obstetrical history of Katharine of Aragon (1485-1536), wife of Henry VIII (1492-1547),
is typical of a woman with syphilis. During her first eight years of marriage, the Queen had many pregnancies
that ended in fetal death, before finally giving birth to one child, Mary (1516-58). None of her other children
survived. Birth date information of the Mersman children was confirmed by loose papers contained in Case
File -# 18909, City of St. Louis Probate Court, Civil Courts Building, St. Louis, Missouri.
57 Claudine Mersman entry, St. Louis Death Register 53:358, microfIlm roll RDSL-33, St. Louis County
Library, St. Louis, Missouri.
58lJM, 11 April 1852, 20 March 1855, 25 September 1864. There is no record of the birth weights of the
other children. Having large babies is associated with diabetes mellitus, so we can speculate that Claudine
Mersman died of a metabolic disease, not syphilis. See Boyd Metzger, Richard Phelps, and Sharon Dooley,
"The Mother in Pregnancies Complicated by Diabetes Mellitus" in Diabetes Mellitus, 5th ed., Daniel Porte and
Robert Sherwin, eds. (Stamford, Connecticut: Appleton & Lange, 1997), 893; E. Reece and Donald Coustan,
Diabetes Mellitus in Pregnancy: Principles and Practice (New York: Churchill Livingstone, 1988), 167; see also G.
Larsson et al., "Prognostic Significance of Birth of Large Infant for Subsequent Development of Maternal NonInsulin-Dependent Diabetes Mellitus: A Prospective Study over 20-27 Years." Diabetes Care 9:359-64, 1986.
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strated anger, directed at the doctor and his fees, although his rage actually arose from his miserable predicament. Third, Mersman began bargaining-following the physicians' regimes
exactly, beginning a period of sexual abstinence-hoping for a cure. Fourth, he manifested
profound depression during the summer of 1850, complaining of an overwhelming sense of
dread. Finally, Mersman expressed acceptance of whatever the future might bring. He married only after his doctors told him that he had been cured, and that he posed no risk to his
bride. No records have been found to indicate his reaction-or that of his wife-to the relentless progression of the disease that became evident in 1864.
Joseph Mersman lived for thirty years after contracting syphilis. His diary reveals the suffering-physical and psycholOgical-that results when a patient confronts a terminal illness.
This journal may be used by a variety of scholars seeking to learn about various aspects of
American history, but it can also be used to teach health care providers about the emotions
patients experience when they deal with life-threatening illnesses. Even though we are separated by more than a century from the writer, Mersman's words ring true to us today. The distance of time can provide a safe place from which to view the human condition, which makes
the diary ofJoseph]. Mersman far from being a closed book.
The Diary of Joseph]. Mersman
Editorial Policies
Joseph]. Mersman's diary, a single volume of pale blue pages, measures 71f2 inches by 91f2
inches. The hard cover binding, with mahogany leather on the spine and outer corners, features marbled paper on the sides. Hand numbering on upper outer corner of each page starts
at "I" and continues to "296." Throughout the book, the ink has faded to brown. Although
the pages are unlined, the spacing between the lines of text is so regular that it appears the
writer used a guide underneath each page. Crossed-out words or interlineations are extremely rare in the original manuscript, suggesting that the diarist wrote rough drafts on other pieces
of paper before copying entries into his bound book. The flyleaf in the front is inscribed with
Mersman's signature and rubric (see illustration p. 14) Endleaves at the back of the volume
contain recipes for alcoholic beverages in forty-gallon quantities and a will dated 9 July 1851.
This edition converts Mersman's very legible handwriting into typescript as literally as
possible. Mersman's creative spelling, erratic capitalization, and imperfect grammar remain
unchanged to maintain the ideosyncratic charm of the document. Although most of the journal is in English, some entries are in French and German. Several editorial policies deserve
elaboration.
Spelling likely reflects Mersman's pronunciation of the words, his knowledge of French
and German, and his association with an English-born grocer. Orthography was far from standardized at the time Mersman put pen to paper. Misspelled words in this edition, not marked
with an editorial (sic), are common. A reader puzzled by a word will sometimes discern the
diarist's meaning by reading the passage aloud and checking the context. In this manner,
"Magasin's" can be identified as "magazines," "pease" as "peace," and "preciding" as "presiding." Since Mersman sometimes wrote "Erbest" we can deduce how he or Charles Herbst
pronounced that surname. Mersman occasionally used British spellings, such as "labour,"
"behaViour" and "parlour."
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Uke many of his contemporaries, Mersman used multiple spellings to refer to the same
individual, and we retained such variations in the text. The annotation and the biographical
index use the version of each name most commonly found in city directories, newspaper
advertisements and/or legal records. In a few instances-for example, the case of Mr. Bradley
or Bradly or Brandly (apparently all the same person)-individuals have not been positively
identified despite exhaustive searches using the clues Mersman provides.
Capitalization is both inconsistent and uncertain in Mersman's record. He did not necessarily start sentences with uppercase letters, and his capitalization of "e," "c," "m," "0," "s,"
"t," "v," and "w" becomes a matter of judgment in many instances. For example, he wrote the
letter "s" at the beginning of words four different ways: one is clearly lowercase, one is definitely uppercase, and two are indeterminate. He frequently used a capital letter for "K," even
in the middle of a word. In this edition, we followed modern usage when we could not decide
whether Mersman intended a capital or lowercase letter.
Punctuation presents the most difficult problems in Mersman's writing, for his pen frequently produced a mark midway between a comma and a period. When Mersman wrote a
comma as terminal punctuation, it was replaced with a period. Elsewhere, missing terminal
punctuation has been silently supplied. Quotation marks have been closed when required.
Contractions have been reproduced exactly as Mersman wrote them, such as "did'nt,"
"had'nt," and "could'nt." He often used an apostrophe to indicate plurals, for example,
"solo's" and "duette's." Words underlined for emphasis appear as Mersman wrote them. Titles
of books and plays, names of steamboats and performance companies appear italicized.
Where Mersman enclosed such names in quotations, that punctuation was removed when italics were introduced.
Abbreviations have been left in the text, but those that might confuse modern readers are
expanded in square brackets, e.g., E[dmund] D[exter], or explained in accompanying annotation. Mersman regularly recorded his expenses, and routinely put dollar and cents signs following numbers, as did many other writers of his day. He used superscript letters and ampersands liberally. All those have been maintained.
French and German language phrases, scattered throughout the text, appear in italics and
are translated in the annotation. Each entry written entirely in those languages is transcribed
from the source text and a modern translation follows immediately.
Une breaks and pagination of the original are not replicated in this transcription. A few
obvious slips of the pen (for example, duplicate words or dots of ink that might be wandering
commas) have been silently removed. Missing words have been supplied in square brackets,
or indicated as [?] when they could not be guessed.
Annotation is provided immediately following each diary entry, so that explanations will
be close to the related text. Every effort has been made to identify individuals, places, events,
and other things that might puzzle the modern reader. At first mention, each person is introduced in the accompanying note. The biographical index summarizes the residents of
Cincinnati and St. Louis whom Mersman includes, as well as the performers he admired.
This edition's fidelity to the original text will permit readers to appreciate Mersman's competence in three languages, enjoy his rich sense of humor, and make discoveries of their own
concerning his record.
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Page from diary ofJoseph Mersman, February 26th 1849
Courtesy of Missouri Historical Society
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The Beleaguered Widow
of West Bilney
Aki Chandra Li Beam
The Remembrances of Elizabeth Freke. Edited by Raymond A. Anselment. Camden Fifth Series.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. xi + 350 pp. $64.95 (cloth), ISBN 0-52180808-1.

eCalling her antipathy toward a proposed daughter-in law, the English gentlewoman
Elizabeth Freke (1641-1714) wrote: "I cared nott to be a servantt to anyone in my
old age" (230). Freke's two "remembrances," composed when she was in her sixties
and seventies, testify to her struggles to achieve independence and security in an often harsh
and unforgiving environment, managing indeed an old age in which, though lonely, she was
not "beholden" to anyone. Spanning the last forty-three years of Freke's life, beginning with
her 1671 marriage on "a most dreadfull raynie day (a presager of all my sorrows and misfortunes to mee)" (211), these two reminiscences (increasingly resembling diary entries as they
approach the present) take us through her early troubles in marriage and motherhood, on to
the misfortunes she encountered in middle life as she tried to build a life for herself in West
Bilney, Norwich, saddled with an absent and uninterested husband and an undutiful son.
In her narratives, Elizabeth emphasized her vulnerability as a woman alone facing unruly
tenants, legal problems, smallpox outbreaks, accidents of nature, an untrustworthy estate
manager, the deaths of close family members (father, beloved grandson, and husband), the
infirmities of old age, and even excommunication by the local bishop. Time and again
throughout her life she was cheated of her money and belongings, and she was forced to move
seven times to bare walls and a naked house, due to her husband's frequent commandeering
of family resources for his Irish estate building. As a result, material goods became for
Elizabeth a metaphor for security, and her ultimate success in amassing wealth in the face of
misfortune and maltreatment, securing a valuable estate, purchasing a baronetcy for her son,
and leaving a substantial inheritance to her grandsons, allows Elizabeth to emerge as a woman
of tenacity and perseverance. As she wrote in 1712: "Thus have I lived neer seven years in my
widowhood in a continuall trouble and to see the fall of most of my enimies without the assistance, help or comfortt of any friend" (304).
The manuscripts of Elizabeth Freke's reminiscences are contained in two commonplace
books held by the British Ubrary. The larger "white vellum" volume, which includes the earlier reminiscence, also contains letters, recipes, snatches of poetry and history, a survey of the
West Bilney estate, and some inventories. The second "brown wallpaper" volume, begun
some ten years after the first, also contains copies of rental agreements, land deeds, and financial transactions. These two manuscripts were donated to the British Ubrary in 1941 by Lady
Mary Carbury, a descendant by marriage of Elizabeth Freke. Early in the twentieth century,
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Carbury published the only previous edition of the remembrances, as Mrs. Elizabeth Freke, Her
Diary (Guy & Company, Ltd.: Cork, 1913). This edition "cut, conflated, and rearranged the
two versions of the life" (2), amalgamating them into a chronologically arranged single document that misrepresented the text and concealed the dialogue between the two originally separate narratives, written at different times.
In The Remembrances of Elizabeth Freke, Raymond Anselment corrects this mistake. Part of
the long-running and highly respected Camden series of primary sources in medieval and
early modem British history, Anselment's multiple-text edition is divided into three sequential parts. Much of the white vellum manuscript volume makes up Part I: "Remembrances,
1671-1714," comprising 173 pages, mainly dated diary entries, but also including an inventory of the contents of Freke's house (helpfully glossed by Anselment in the footnotes), transcriptions of letters received, passages from her readings, some legal arguments, and an
account of the Irish wars. The brown manuscript volume is presented in Part II:
"Remembrances, 1671-1713," comprising seventy-seven pages of dated entries, while Part III:
"Miscellaneous Documents," contains forty-one pages of some of the additional material in
both manuscripts that Anselment feels pertain to the remembrances. These include a ledger
of expenses incurred during her husband's death, an estate history and inventory, a list of
money Freke lent to her husband, a list of documents left for her executors, and a recipe for
laudanum.
Anselment's thirty-six-page introduction deals with biographical material, treats thematic
concerns, and notes his editorial practices. These are in accordance with the Camden series
principles and recommendations, and include editing poems to reflect pentameter lines, isolating and indenting date entries, modernizing capitalization, expanding abbreviations, standardizing punctuation, and preserving the original spellings. The editorial emendations are
unobtrusive and succeed in clarifying Elizabeth Freke's strong, individual voice. The text is
fully annotated, with footnotes largely devoted to identifying people, correcting dates, defining archaic terminology, and providing additional information gleaned from related documents such as marriage and baptismal registers. The index is adequate, although most of the
headwords are proper names of people and places; a greater array of thematic topics would
have been welcome.
By making available the two versions of the remembrances in their entirety, Anselment
hopes to "clarify the refashioning inherent in each stage of writing and rewriting," arguing that
"together the two manuscript versions reveal a sense of self unique among early modem
women's autobiographies" (1, 3). Despite Freke's paranOia and intolerance, and the intemperate harshness of much of her writing, in his introduction Anselment manages to portray
Elizabeth Freke sympathetically, as complicated and resourceful: a "contentious, melodramatic, yet formidable figure" (3). Sensitively writing of her frustrations, grief, and pains, he
dissects her self-presentation and her revisions of her remembrances to demonstrate that,
taken together, the two manuscripts reveal an attempt to "recreate meaning in her troubled
life" (2).
As Elizabeth Freke, in her brown manuscript volume, retold and revised the entries in her
white vellum book, adding and deleting passages, she provided new representations of herself as a wife, mother, and widow. For example, in the second manuscript, written after her
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husband's death, he is referred to sentimentally as her "deer husband" (250), rather than as
the neglectful and emotionally abusive spouse of the earlier manuscript. Later, in her widowhood, she criticized her son for his lack of emotional support, replacing his warmer treatment
in the first version. Because Anselment is intent on exploiting the alterations between the
texts, at times the reader is tempted to wish that the dated entries were interleaved for ease of
comparison. In choosing to present each text sequentially in its entirety, however, Anselment
rightly maintains the integrity of both manuscripts. Nevertheless, putting more obvious markers throughout the volume (such as printing the year in the running head) would have facilitated cross-referencing.
Although this volume is a highly useful and important edition of unduly neglected manuscripts, a few further considerations should be kept in mind when using it. Anselment treats
Freke's narratives exclusively as remembrances, ignoring the fact that many of the entries
were written as a diary, giving us access to a more-impromptu, less-constructed voice. He
notes in his introduction that differences in handwriting style and color of ink indicate that
certain entries were made at a later date, but there is no way to discern this in the edited text.
Other circumstances, such as the fact that the second half of the white vellum notebook is
numbered backwards, are mentioned in the introduction, but how this affects the manuscript
is not completely clear, leaving the reader wondering about the multiple ways that Elizabeth
Freke used her commonplace book.
Omissions and inclusions of supporting material can always be debated. Although
Anselment's introduction emphasizes Elizabeth Freke's interest in medical ailments and cures,
space constraints caused him to leave out all but one of the 250 recipes and 446 prescriptions
that Freke included in the white vellum manuscript. With the current historical interest in
women's self-diagnosis and their active relationship with medical professionals, it would have
been helpful to include a selection of these preventatives and cures. Other omissions, such as
lengthy and repetitive financial accounts, are more understandable. The only respect in which
this edition does not entirely surpass the Carbury text is that the older edition included useful illustrations, such as portraits of the family, pictures of the properties, and an engraving of
Elizabeth Freke's monument in Westminster. The inclusion of some images of manuscript
pages could have been interesting as well.
With this new edition, Elizabeth Freke's experiences and self-fashioning become available
to scholars in a less-altered and more-complete form than either the hard-to-find Carbury edition or the uncontextualized excerpts in anthologies of early modern women's writing. This
publication of Elizabeth Freke's remembrances will quickly become the standard edition of
her writings, and the current interest in early modern women writers will guarantee a receptive readership. Although there are some nineteenth- or early-twentieth-century editions of
early modern English women's diaries and memoirs, most still exist only in manuscript, and
very few have received the attention of modern scholarly editors. This has been a grievous
omission, and Elizabeth Freke's remembrances particularly, for those who have read the manuscript or the Carbury edition, have shouted out for more attention. Freke's memoirs are
some of the only extant sustained pieces of personal writing by an older woman in early modern England, and they reveal much about that underexplored period in a woman's life. Unlike
many of her female contemporaries, Elizabeth Freke wrote not of her spiritual growth, nor to
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enlighten her posterity, but of her secular and materialistic life, and for herself alone. Thus,
Freke's voice is almost unique among female personal writing of the time, and assuredly
deserves to be heard. With this new edition of her remembrances, Elizabeth Freke can finally take her place among the canon of early modern English female diarists.
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The Civil War Writings
of a "Literary Colonel"
Steven F. Miller
The Complete Civil War Journals and Selected Letters of Thomas Wentworth Higginson. Edited by
Christopher Looby. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2000. xix + 393 pp.
$35.00 (cloth), ISBN 0-226-33330-2.
board a steamer en route to Hilton Head, South Carolina, in late November 1862,
Thomas Wentworth Higginson mused on the "mysterious land" he was approaching and the "novel & uncertain career" he had undertaken in agreeing to command
the First South Carolina Volunteer Infantry, the first black regiment formed under the sanction of the Union War Department during the Civil War: "many persons have said, the first
man who organizes & commands a successful black regiment will perform the most important service in the history of the War; & this undertaking will be more easy to me than to
almost anyone, perhaps, because it falls so remarkably into the line of all my previous preparations" (42).
A month shy of his thirty-ninth birthday, Higginson had reason to see his new career as
the culmination of his "previous preparations." He had been active in the antislavery movement since graduating from divinity school in 1847, becoming increasingly convinced of the
need to take direct action against slavery. Putting his principles into practice, he had led the
Boston crowd that tried to liberate the captured fugitive slave Anthony Burns in 1854, escorted a party of antislavery emigrants into Kansas in 1856, and helped fund and plan John
Brown's raid in 1859. As war drew nearer after the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860,
Higginson readied himself by practicing military drill and studying tactics in his hometown of
Worcester, Massachusetts. l He did not join the Union army at the outbreak of hostilities,
mainly because of his responsibilities to his near-invalid wife, Mary Channing Higginson. But
by late 1861 he had concluded "that antislavery men were leaving the war altogether too
much in the hands of Democrats & Irishmen, & that if we expect to control it's [sic] conduct
or settlement, we must take part in it ourselves" (225). He was commissioned a captain in a
Massachusetts regiment in August 1862 and three months later received the offer to become
colonel of the First South Carolina.
He would command the regiment for seventeen momentous months. Higginson reached
South Carolina six weeks before the issue of the final Emancipation Proclamation, at a time
when the prospect of the Union enlisting black men into its armies provoked sharp debate
among Yankees and raised the specter of servile insurrection among Confederates. Skeptics

}l

IOn Higginson's life, see Tilden G. Edelstein, Strange Enthusiasm: A Life of Thomas Wentworth Higginson (New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1968).
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doubted the ability of ex-slave men to master soldiering skills and questioned their readiness
to fight against their former owners. As Higginson knew, the First South Carolina was an
experiment whose progress would be watched by the Northern public and the world. By the
following summer, the experiment had concluded successfully, and the Union had committed itself to emancipation and the recruitment of additional black regiments. When Higginson
left his command in May 1864, the issue was no longer whether black men would make good
soldiers, but what the soldiers' service would mean for themselves, other former slaves, and
the nation.
Higginson came to his military career as a man of letters, as well as a militant abolitionist.
Before the war, he had earned a reputation as an antislavery lecturer and written pieces for
the Atlantic Monthly and other journals on topics including natural history, masculine health,
and slave insurrections. He took a hiatus from writing for publication during his tenure with
the First South Carolina; to do otherwise, he believed, would be "a sort of profaning this experience & mixing incompatible lives" (279). But he kept a journal of his wartime experiences,
which he began editing and mining for articles in the Atlantic almost immediately after his
return to civilian life. These articles, in turn, formed the nucleus of Army Life in a Black
Regimen~ a book originally published in 1870 that has become a classic owing to Higginson's
vivid descriptions of people and landscapes, his sympathetic depictions of the former slaves
he encountered in his regimental camps and on the plantations along the South Carolina
coast, and his keen ear for spoken and sung language (especially the ex-slaves' Gullah speech).
Reprinted in many different editions over the years, Army Life in a Black Regiment is a powerful narrative and a valuable resource for students of abolitionism, slavery and emancipation,
black soldiers in the Civil War, and African American culture in the nineteenth century.2
Much of substance changed, however, during the transformation of Higginson's journal
into the book published more than five years later. The author often took passages out of their
original chronological sequence and reordered them into topically arranged chapters. More
significantly, he revised his wartime prose with a heavy hand and in line with sensibilities
shaped by postwar events, particularly his disenchantment with Radical Reconstruction. In a
sense, the Higginson who narrates Army Life in a Black Regiment was a different man from the
abolitionist colonel who wrote the journal on which it is based. 3
For that reason, the publication of Higginson's journal is a welcome event. Christopher
Looby, a professor of English at the University of California, Los Angeles, has edited a volume comprising the journal and a selection of 125 personal letters written during the same
period, all but a handful of them from Higginson to either Mary or his mother, Louisa
Storrow Higginson. The journal and letters, Looby argues convincingly, were "circumstantially contiguous documents forming a complex intertextual whole" (5). They were intended
primarily for an audience of family members, although Higginson very likely envisioned a
larger audience for the journal at some later date. The journal is an unusual one, more like a
newsletter than a private diary. As he finished the entries, Higginson mailed them to Mary,
2The most recent edition is Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Army Life in a Black Regiment, and Other Writings,
ego by R D. Madison (New York: Penguin Books, 1997).
3See Edelstein, Strange Enthusiasm, 321-23.
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who brought them to Louisa's home, where his sister, Anna Storrow Higginson, prepared
copies for safekeeping. Along the way, they were read by others in the circle of Higginson's
relatives and friends.
The journal and letters offer slightly different perspectives on the same experience. The
journal entries are almost always longer and written in more-finished prose than the letters,
although some passages have the feel of hastily drafted notes. They are evidently addressed
to no particular person, although they occasionally speak to an unspecified "you" (e.g., "I
hope you have not been troubled by the attack on me by 'Conservator' in the Evening Post"
[134]). Higginson's persona in them is that of a commander who prefers to discuss military
events, his official duties, his relationship with his men and brother officers, and life in camp
rather than the minutia of his private life. The letters, predictably enough, are more informal
and personal, often touching on his health, finances, and gossip about army colleagues and
friends. Writing as a husband and a son, Higginson also reveals occasional glimpses of vulnerability and self-doubt that he seldom admits into the journal.
Despite these differences, the content of the two forms of text overlaps considerably. The
letters often refer explicitly to matters discussed in the journal, and ideas and turns of phrase
first introduced in one medium often recur in the other. Writing to Mary on 9 May 1863, for
example, Higginson complained of the extra work required of officers in black regiments
owing to the illiteracy of the men in the ranks.
[T]here is a good deal of vexatious writing not that 1 shld. dislike that if 1 had
time, for you know how much red-taped 1 hv. in me but it interferes with other
matters, & takes vitality needed for other things. That will be the drawback of
these Southern colored regts; 1 spend hours daily in doing what in white regts
wd. be done by a secretary detailed fro the ranks ... (277).
He wrote in his journal the next day.
The great drawback of these Southern col'd regt's will always be the severe
burden of writing they throw on officers, both field & line. 1 spend hours daily,
& much vitality needed for other things, in doing writing which every Col. of a
white reg't has one or more clerks detailed to do ... (143).
Such recycling and reworking of text, with subtle changes in wording and tone, is commonplace in Higginson's wartime writings.
Looby takes a largely noninterventionist approach to transcription of these texts. The journal entries and letters are transcribed verbatim, save for a few conventional adaptations.
Purists might take issue with the decision (whether the editor's or that of the press) to present
all datelines in capital and small-capital letters and the salutations of letters in italics, but that
is a small quibble. Because the first seven months of Higginson's autograph journal have not
survived, Looby resorts to a bit of editorial improvisation, constructing a "hybrid" copy-text
using Higginson's original where possible and turning to Anna's copy for the missing section
and a few smaller gaps in the original. Fortunately, Looby concludes after comparing texts
for which both original and copy survive, Anna Higginson was an accurate and nonintrusive
copyist, so any differences between the copy and original are probably few and insubstantial.
The resulting text reads seamlessly, while interested readers can track the textual reconstruction via footnotes and the editor's "Note on the Texts."
Higginson's career with the First South Carolina as revealed by his journal and letters was
divided into two phases. During the first, between November 1862 and July 1863, he was ini-
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tially energized by the novelty of army life, the exoticism of the Southern landscape, the historic mission of making slaves into soldiers, and the insights he gained into the experiences
and humanity of his men. A man who prized discipline and order, Higginson took naturally
to military regimentation. "I enjoy the method & system of the army," he wrote his mother in
February 1863, even if "it by its very nature puts so much power into such poor hands" (263).
He delighted in teaching his men military drill and other rudiments of soldiering, and took
pride in their growing mastery of them. Fascinated by the stories, songs, prayers, and dances
of the slaves-turned-soldiers in his regiment, he recorded them as faithfully as his ears and
eyes could recreate them. Likening the regiment to a "large family" (155), he relished the masculine esprit de corps that developed among the enlisted men and between them and their white
officers. And he itched for the test of combat. After a successful expedition up the St. Mary's
River between Georgia and Florida gave the regiment its first taste of battle and put to rest
any doubts about his men's ability to fight, Higginson exulted, "Nothing can ever exaggerate
the fascination of war" (102).
But war's fascination did not last indefinitely. As Higginson acknowledged somewhat
defensively, his regiment's military contribution to Union victory never matched its political
significance. After participating in the brief federal occupation of Jacksonville, Florida, in
March 1863, the regiment returned to the South Carolina sea islands, where it mainly performed garrison and picket duty. Higginson chafed at the inaction. Moreover, by that time,
the Union had committed itself to wholesale recruitment of ex-slave men, transforming what
had begun as an experiment into a matter of routine policy. While seeing that shift as a vindication, Higginson also professed relief that the burgeoning number of black regiments made
the First South Carolina less important as a test case, thereby "taking a load of personal
responsibility off my shoulders" (145). But, having been in the limelight, Higginson betrayed
a certain restlessness once out of it.
That restlessness intensified after an abdominal wound suffered during a raid in July 1863
and a subsequent month-long furlough home ended the first phase of his army career.
Higginson rejoined a regiment still assigned to garrison duty in what was becoming a military
backwater, while Mary pressed him to leave the service and return to her for good. That
October, he contracted a debilitating illness (probably malaria) that confined him to his quarters for weeks, reduced his contact with his troops, and forced him to face his future after the
army. He performed such duties as his health allowed during his convalescence and remained
a strong advocate for his men-among other things, lobbying for them in the successful struggle to increase the pay of black soldiers to that of their white comrades. But his body and heart
were no longer in the work as they once were. Still in "a semi-invalid condition" in late
January 1864, he wrote Mary that "as to the war I feel that I hv. done my duty entirely & have
no more compunctions," even though it would be difficult to leave his men behind. The strictures of military rank now pinched: "there is so much that is disagreeable in the dependence
of an army officer on the orders & interests of his superiors, that I often long to be my own
master" (351). In May, he left South Carolina for Newport, Rhode Island, to join Mary in a
new home and resume a literary career that would continue well into the twentieth century.
Acknowledging that Higginson is usually regarded as little more than "a footnote in
American literary history" (13), Christopher Looby makes a case for his deserving a more
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prominent place. His wartime journal and letters, Looby contends, represent "among other
things, a peculiarly uncensored record of the cultural unconscious of Civil War America," giving voice to "fundamental assumptions about such aspects of social identity as race, gender,
ethnicity and class" (2-3). In a provocative introduction to the volume, Looby focuses on
Higginson as a literary figure, sketching out the connections between his reading and his lived
experience and probing the conceptions of masculinity, race, and personal identity embodied
in his writings.
A voracious reader for whom seemingly every experience conjured up a literary analogy,
Higginson drew on a "broad and heterogeneous textual universe" (10) in ordering and interpreting the events of his life. It included the classics of ancient and western literature, antislavery tracts, his contemporaries the Transcendentalists and writers of the genteel tradition,
travel accounts, popular novels, and contemporary newspapers and magazines. Particularly
influential were the novels of Sir Walter Scott and other works in what Looby dubs the "literature of chivalric romance" (8), with its brave heroes embarking on romantic historical
adventures. Higginson's was "a conception of military endeavor deeply informed by textual
models" (8), Looby suggests; his literary education "made the command of the 1st South
Carolina Volunteers seem like a pre-scripted literary adventure" (7) and shaped his understanding and depiction of army life.
Besides identifying the literary models that conditioned Higginson's interpretation of his
military experience, Looby attempts to unpack themes of race, gender, and the construction
of social identity in Higginson's wartime writings. Higginson, the editor argues, was a keen
observer of the ways in which war and military life "dislocated the received system of social
distinctions at large in American culture" (21) and enabled-or forced-people to reinvent
themselves, assuming new identities in new social circumstances. He appreciated how emancipation destroyed the dichotomy between slave and free that ordered social relations in the
South and how, by reducing individuals to interchangeable parts of an army governed by distinctions of rank and command, Union military training and discipline did much to break
down the simplistic binary opposition of white and black that structured American notions of
race. Aware that in assuming the role of military commander he had recast his own identity,
Higginson undertook to transform ex-slaves (who, regardless of age, he typically likened to
children) into free men. Looby is on strong ground in emphasizing Higginson's significance
as an observer and critic of shifting racial identities, but he ventures onto more speculative terrain when he suggests that "[t]he disorientations of gender identity in Higginson's army are
almost as numerous as the dislocations of race" (22). His discussion of this theme, based heavily on scattered evidence of masquerade cross-dressing in army camps, seems strained and
overdrawn. Nevertheless, Looby's suggestion that Higginson's wartime writings belong
among the great American "narratives in identity-shifting" (28) is an intriguing one.
In emphasizing the importance of Higginson's wartime writings as literature, Looby downplays their significance as historical sources. While conceding that the journal and letters "certainly add to the historical record" about black soldiers in the Civil War, he believes that
their chief claims on a reader's interest must be found elsewhere. They are the
product of a unique and compelling act of writing; they fulfill Higginson's literary ambition in composing them, providing ... "real and access to the mission he
undertook and the experience he underwent. And they take us inside the mind
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and heart of a man struggling morally and physically to do his part to right one
of the most egregious wrongs in human history (31).
Even conceding, for argument's sake, the necessity or usefulness of ranking a work's various
claims on a reader's interest, this assertion seems questionable. Indeed, in the book's dustjacket blurb, the historian James McPherson reaches exactly the opposite conclusion, declaring that the volume's "greatest importance lies in the information and insights it offers about
the experiment of enlisting black troops in the Civil War"!
Unfortunately, Looby's conceiving of Higginson's journal and letters primarily as literary
texts has consequences that limit the usefulness of this edition for students of history. The editor's introduction, while evocatively mapping the literary-cultural terrain Higginson navigated, does not adequately situate him and the First South Carolina in political and military contexts. Looby's explanation that, because "[t]he story of black troops in the Civil War has been
ably told by a number of very accomplished historians, therefore there is no need for me to
reiterate it here" (31), seems rather cavalier in a book of documents that-whatever else they
are about-are about Higginson's tenure as commander of a black regiment. After all, the
whole story of black troops in the Civil War does not need to be reiterated, only enough to
assist readers in making sense of the documents therein. A detailed chronology at the back of
the volume obviates this shortcoming somewhat, but at least some of the information presented there would have served better in the introduction.
A similar unevenness is evident in the annotation of the texts. Whereas even passing literary references are elucidated with substantial footnotes, many references to historical events
receive inadequate annotation or none at all. To cite just one example, a footnote to a reference to desertions of black soldiers caused by the government's paying them only ten dollars
instead of "what was promised" does not explain what was promised-thirteen dollars per
month for privates, the same as their white counterparts, instead of ten dollars minus three
dollars for clothing-but merely directs the reader to Higginson's account of the equal pay
issue in Army Life In a Black Regiment (161). More helpful annotation at that pOint might also
have helped readers make more sense of a derisive song quoted a few pages later:
"Ten dollars a month"!
"Tree ob dat for clothing"!
"Gwine to Washington
"To fight for Linkum's darter"! (173)

Despite these criticisms, The Complete Civil War Journal and Selected Letters of Thomas
Wentworth Higginson stands as an important addition to the shelf of documentary editions on
the American Civil War era-whether the shelf is in the office of a literary scholar, a historian,
or a mythic "intelligent general reader."
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ANNOUNCEMENT

2003 Annual Meeting
Chicago, Illinois
Friday, November 14, through Sunday, November 16
World-class art, world-class jazz, world-class architecture,
and a world-class program: come to Chicago and have it all!
The conference will take place at the Wyndham Chicago, 633 North St. Clair Street, just a
block east of the center of Michigan Avenue's Magnificent Mile. Room rates are $109 for a
single and $129 for a double, plus city and state occupancy taxes. The hotel phone numbers
are 800-996-3426 and 312-573-0300.
Charles T. Cullen will host Friday night's reception at the Newberry Library, which is located about a mile from the Wyndham.
At the Breakfast on Saturday morning, Tim Wittman, an architectural historian affiliated with
both the School of the Art Institute and the Chicago Architecture Foundation, will give a slide
presentation about the architecture of the city.
This annual meeting will also celebrate the 25th (silver) anniversary of the ADE. Festivities
will take place preceding and during the banquet. Saturday's banquet, at the Wyndham, will
be catered by the staff of the hotel's excellent restaurant, Caliterra.
Given the riches of the city, the local arrangements committee has decided not to organize
any formal tours; instead we encourage members to form their own groups for shows and
museum visits. To learn about and make reservations for shows and other activities that will
be going on at the time of the meeting, go to www.metromix.com or www.chicago.citysearch. com.
The meeting will feature the following sessions:
FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 14
1:00-2:30

"Model" Editions in the Real World: Roundtable on
the Uses and Future of the Model Editions Partnership DTD
Chair, Cathy Moran Hajo, Margaret Sanger Papers
Chris Alhambra, Eleanor Roosevelt Papers
Stephen Perkins, The Papers ofThomasJefJerson: Retirement Series
Albert C. Lewis, Peirce Edition Project
Daniel W Stowell, Papers ofAbraham Lincoln
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2:30-2:45

Break

2:45-4:15

Rethinking the Intersections of Race, Gender and
Ethnicity
Chair, Elaine Forman Crane, Fordham University
Barbara Bair, Library of Congress Manuscripts Division
Denton Watson, Clarence Mitchell Papers
Leigh Fought, Frederick Douglass Papers

4:15-4:30

Break

4:30-5:30

Business Meeting

6:00-7:30

Reception, Newberry Library

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
7:45-9:00

Breakfast: Tim Wittman, Chicago School of the Art
Institute on "Chicago Architecture"

9:15-10:30

The Literary Editor as Historian: Roundtable on
Editing the Papers of Literary Figures
Chair: Helen R. Deese,fournals of Caroline Healey Dall
Robert N. Hudspeth, Writings ofHenry D. Thoreau
Ronald A. Bosco, Ralph Waldo Emerson Papers
Joseph McElrath, Letters of Charles W. Chesnutt and
Frank Norris Society

10:30-10:45

Break

10:45-12: 15

The Challenges of Science and Technology: Editing
Extra-Textual Material
Chair: Alice Schreyer, Director,
Special Collections Research Center,
University of Chicago Library
Duncan Porter, Darwin Correspondence
Paul Israel, Thomas Edison Papers
Tilman Sauer, Einstein Papers Project

12:15-1:45

Lunch

1:45-3:15

Getting Started: Ways to Think about New and Old
Projects
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Chair, Beverly Wilson Palmer, Anna Q,uincy Diary
Kate Culkin, HarrietJacobs Papers
Linda Fisher, Diary ofJoseph]. Mersman
Jill Anderson, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series
Carolyn Howe, Abby Kelley Foster Correspondence
3:15-3:30

Break

3:30-5:00

On the Left: Editing the Papers of Radicals
Chair, Ann D. Gordon, Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Susan B. Anthony
Barry Pateman, Emma Goldman Papers
Malcolm Sylvers, Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe (MEGA)
Nicholas Griffin, Collected Papers of Bertrand Russell

6:00-7:00

Reception preceding banquet, including a celebration in honor of ADE's
25th anniversary celebration

7:00

Banquet followed by President's Reception

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
8:00-9:30

Committee Meetings

9:45-11:15

"Worth a Thousand Words?"-Electronic Editions
Based on Images
Chair, Theresa M. Collins, Thomas Edison Papers
Theodore Crackel, Papers of the War Department
Marty Benner, Lincoln Legal Papers
Mary:Jo Kline,johnJay Papers

Save the dates now: registration materials will be mailed to members in the fall.
Esther Katz, Chair, Program Committee
Beth Witherell, Chair, Local Arrangements Committee
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ANNOUNCEMENT

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US!
At the November meeting in Chicago we will celebrate our 25th anniversary
with an informal program before the banquet on Saturday night, 15 November 2003. We
will set up a table at the banquet on which to display items you bring that can remind us
of our past-photos, T-shirts, programs, and the like.
To contribute to the display, please contact:
Janet C. Olson U-olson@northwestern.edu or 847-491-3136)
and describe what you would like to bring.
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Recent Editions
Compiled by Suzanne S. Bellamy
This quarterly bibliography of current documentary editions published on subjects in the
fields of American and British history, literature, and culture is generally restricted to scholarly first editions of English language works. In addition, Internet addressess are provided for
the editorial project or the publisher. To have publications included in future lists, please
send press materials or full bibliographic citations to Johanna Resler, Managing Editor,
Documentary Editing, IUPUI, Cavanaugh Hall 207, 425 University Boulevard, Indianapolis,
Indiana 46202-5140. Or email: jeresler@iupuLedu.
ALLEN, WILLIAM G., MARY KING, AND LOUISA MAY ALCOTT. The American
Prejudice against Color. Edited by Sarah Elbert. Boston: Northeastern University Press,
2002. 154 pp. $45. ISBN 1555535461. The 1853 betrothal of African-American professor
William Allen to the daughter of a white abolitionist, Mary King, set off white mob violence
in New York that almost cost Allen and King their lives. The two political pamphlets that
Allen wrote about the incident and a short story written by Louisa May Alcott ("M.L. "), based
on her knowledge of the events, are gathered together in this volume. Also includes an introduction placing the writing within an historical and cultural context.

http://www.nupress.neu.edu
BENTLEY, ANNA BRIGGS. American Grit: A Woman's Letters from the Ohio Frontier.
Edited by Emily Foster. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2002. 368 pp. $45.
ISBN 0813122651. Contains the revealing letters of a Quaker woman who, with her family,
left Maryland for frontier Ohio in 1826. The letters were written to her mother and sisters
over the next fifty years and provide a sustained and vivid account of everyday domestic life
on the Ohio frontier.
http://www.kentuckypress.com

BIRD, ISABELLA. LeUers to Henrietta: Isabella Bird. Edited by Kay Chubbuck. Boston:
Northeastern University Press, 2002. 384 pp. $47.50. ISBN 1555535550. Bird left her
native Scotland for an independent life of travel. In this collection of previously unpublished
letters to her homebound younger sister Henrietta, one experiences her journeys firsthand
and gains insight into the ambiguous private life of a woman who often invented her public
face. Contains correspondence from her two grand tours to Australia, Hawaii, and Colorado
in 1872-73, and toJapan, China, Malaya, and the Holy Land in 1878-79.
http://www.nupress.neu.edu
BLAKE, WILLIAM. Blake Records: Documents (1714-1841) Concerning the Life of William
Blake (1757-1827) and His Family, Incorporating Blake Records (1969), Blake Records
Supplement (1988), and Extensive Discoveries since 1988. Edited by G. E. Bentley,Jr. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 2003. 1008 pp. $85. ISBN 0300096852. Collects all the
known documentary records relating to Blake's long and productive life, including new and
updated material on his career, family, friends, and patrons.

http://www.yale.edu/yup
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BRADBURY, WILLIAM H. While Father Is Away: The Civil War Letters of William H.
Bradbury. Edited by Jennifer Cain Bohrnstedt. Lexington: University Press of
Kentucky, 2003. 408 pp. $40. ISBN 0813122597. Reveals the intimate story of a BritishAmerican's role in the American Civil War. Provides a rare window on the unique relationships among husband, wife, and children and also an in-depth look at this driven land speculator and manager for the Atchison Topeka Santa Fe Railway.
http://www.kentuckypress.com
CALHOUN, JOHN C. The Papers ofjohn C. Calhoun. Vol. 27 (1849-1850). Edited by
Clyde N. Wilson and Shirley B. Cook. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
2003. 736 pp. $59.95. ISBN 1570034931. Chronicles Calhoun's last sojourn at his Fort Hill
home in the fall of 1849, his final months in Washington and fatal illness, and critical phases
of the "free soil" controversy. Also includes an extensive supplement of documents from 1804
to 1848 that were not previously available.
http://www.sc.edu/uscpress
CANADA. Canada: Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vo123: 1956-1957, Part II.
Edited by Greg Donaghy. Ottawa: Canadian Government Publishing, 2002. 1586 pp.
ISBN 0660619547. Represents the basic published record of the foreign policy and foreign
relations of the Government of Canada, and provides a comprehensive, self-contained record
of Canada's major foreign policy decisions and their underlying rationale.
http://www.publications.gc.ca
CARLYLE, THOMAS. Historical Essays: Thomas Carlyle. Edited by Chris R. Vanden
Bossche. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002. 1200 pp. $95. ISBN
0520220617. Brings together essays by Carlyle, renowned nineteenth-century essayist and
social critic, on history and historical method in a fully annotated modern edition for the first
time. Essays span his career from 1830 to 1875 and represent a major facet of his writings.
http://www.ucpress.edu
CATHER, WILLA. The Professor's House. Edited by Frederick M. Link. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2002. 589 pp. $75. ISBN 0803214286. This scholarly edition incorporates into its textual analysis findings from a recently discovered and significantly reworked draft of the novel. Cather's perennial claims that there were no extant drafts
make this discovery especially important.
http://www.unl.edu
CIVIL RIGHTS. Reporting Civil Rights: Part One: Americanjournalism, 1941-1963. Part
Two: Americanjournalism, 1963-1973. Edited by Clayborne Carson, Bill Kovach, and
Carol Polsgrove. New York: The Library of America Press, 2003. 996 and 986 pp. $40
each. ISBN 1931082286 and 1931082294. Two-volume anthology that brings together nearly two hundred essays, manifestoes, news stories, speeches, and eyewitness accounts by 151
writers, arranged chronologically from 1941 to 1973. Captures firsthand the impassioned
struggle for equality that transformed America.
http://www.loa.org
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CLARKE, MARY BAYARD. Live Thur Own Life: The Family Papers of Mary Bayard
Clarke, 1854-1886. Edited by Terrell Armistead Crow and Mary Moulton Barden.
Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2002. 512 pp. $49.95. ISBN 1570034729.
Contains the writings, letters, and family papers of Clarke, who grew up in a North Carolina
planter family that revered southern traditions but who refused to be stymied by conventional expectations. A writer of ambition and ability, she published poetry and prose, traveled
widely, corresponded with prominent men and women of her day, and repeatedly challenged
the stereotypes of nineteenth-century women.
http://www.sc. eduluscpress
COLERIDGE, SAMUEL TAYLOR. A Book I Value: Selected Marginalia, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge. Edited by H.J.Jackson. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003. 272 pp.
$49.50. ISBN 0691113513. A one-volume sampling of Coleridge's encyclopedic marginalia.
This representative selection is chronological and free of footnotes, with a contextualizing
introduction and brief headnotes that outline Coleridge's circumstances year by year and prohttp://www.pup.princeton.edu
vide essential historical information.
COOPER,JAMES FENIMORE. The Spy: A Tale of the Neutral Ground. Edited by James
P. Elliott, Lance Schachterle, and Jeffrey Walker. Brooklyn: AMS Press, 2002. 551 pp.
$115. ISBN 0404644546. The first scholarly edition of America's first major novel published
in 1821. Includes all of Cooper's prefatory materials between 1821 and his final revised edition in 1849, as well as his own notes. These materials document Cooper's growing recognition of the crucial role The Spy played in creating a distinctively American literature and thereby contributing to establishing a recognizable American culture.
http://www.wifc·org
CROSS, EDWARD E. Stand Firm and Fire Low: The Civil War Writings of Colonel Edward
E. Cross. Edited by Walter Holden, William E. Ross, and Elizabeth Slomba. Hanover,
Nh.: University Press of New England, 2002. 160 pp. $24.95. ISBN 1584652802.
Contains the Civil War diary of Cross, the commander of the unit that sustained more battlefield casualties than any in the Union Army, transcribed with annotations from his handwritten original, along with battlefield diagrams in his own hand, letters, on-the-scene reports, and
his epic battlefield poetry.
http://www. dartmouth. edulacad-instlupne
CURTIS,JARED. BUriedfrom the World: Inside the Massachusetts State Prison, 1829-1831.
Edited by Philip F. Gura. Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 2002. 320 pp. $30.
ISBN 0934909792. Curtis, the newly appointed prison chaplain at the Massachusetts State
Prison in Charlestown, interviewed everyone of the over 300 inmates and recorded their
biographies in two notebooks which were discovered in 1998. Reveals, as in no other known
document, the contours of the prison experience in Jacksonian America.
http://www.masshist.org
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DARWIN, CHARLES. The Correspondence of Charles Darwin: Volume 13, 1865. Edited by
Frederick Burkhardt, Duncan M. Porter, Sheila Ann Dean, Samantha Evans, Shelley
Innes, and Alison M. Pearn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 736 pp.
$90. ISBN 0521824133. Contains letters for 1865, the year Darwin published his long paper
on climbing plants and continued work on his book, The Variation ofPlants and Animals under
Domestication. Also includes a supplement of over 100 letters discovered or redated since the
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uklDepartments/Darwin
series began publication.
DURHAM, THOMAS WISE. Three lears with Wallace's Zouaves: The Civil War Memoirs
of Thomas Wise Durham. Edited by Jeffrey L Patrick. Macon, Ga.: Mercer University
Press, 2003. 252 pp. $35. ISBN 0865548226. Durham, an officer in the 11 th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War, writes of his experiences as both an enlisted soldier
and a company officer in the Union Army. Deals with the vitally important campaigns west
of the Appalachians.
http://www.mupress.org
FORDYCE, DAVID. The Elements ofMoral Philosophy, with a BriefAccount of the Nature,
Progress, and Origin ofPhilosophy. Edited by Thomas D. Kennedy. Indianapolis: Liberty
Fund, 2003. 232 pp. $20. ISBN 086597389X. Fordyce was one of the leading figures in the
eruption of intellectual activity that culminated in the Scottish Enlightenment. This volume
was one of the most widely circulated texts in moral philosophy in the second half of the eighteenth century. Some of the lectures have never before been published.
http://www.libertyfund.org
GILBERT, W. S. W. S. Gilbert: The Bab Ballards. Edited by James Ellis. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2003. 384 pp. $17.95. ISBN 0674058011. Contains complete
collection of ballads and original illustrations by Gilbert, published in Fun and other magazines in the late nineteenth century.
http;llwww.hup.harvard.edu
GOLDMAN, EMMA. Emma Goldman: A Documentary History of the American lears,
Volume One: Made for America, 1890-1901. Edited by Candace Falk. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2003. 675 pp. $60. ISBN 0520086708. Tracks the young
Goldman's introduction into the anarchist movement, features her earliest known writings in
the German anarchist press, and charts her gradual emergence from the radical immigrant circles of New York City's Lower East Side into a political and intellectual culture of both national and international importance.
http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/Goldman
GRANT, GEORGE. Collected Works of George Grant, Volume 2 (1951-1959). Edited by
Arthur Davis. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002. 576 pp. $125. ISBN
0802007635. Contains all of Grant's important writings, both published and unpublished,
from the 1950s when he did his first teaching and writing at Dalhousie University. Grant, one
of the most important Canadian philosophers of the later twentieth century, significantly contributed to Canadian political thought and history.
http;llwww.utpress.utoronto.ca
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GREAT BRITAIN. British Envoys to Germany, 1816-1866: VoL 2, 1830-1847. Edited by
Markus Mosslang, Sabine Freitag, and Peter Wende. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2003. 624 pp. $70. ISBN 0521818680. Includes official reports written for
the Foreign Office by British envoys to the German States in the nineteenth century. All dispatches have been transcribed and annotated for the first time. Presents attitudes to the political, economic, military, cultural, and social situation in the German States described and
viewed by British diplomats.
http://www.cup.org
HARDING, WARREN G. Our Common Country: Mutual Good Will in America. Edited by
Warren G. Harding III. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2003. 152 pp. $14.95.
ISBN 0826214541. Contains eighteen informal addresses given by Harding as president-elect
that defined his vision for the United States and that sought to send a consistent personal message of reassurance to different groups of the populace about his plans once he took office.
http://www.system.missouri.edu/upress
HEATON, HANNAH. The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an Eighteenth-Century
New England Farm Woman. Edited by Barbara E. Lacey. DeKalb: Northern lllinois
University Press, 2003. 343 pp. $48. ISBN 0875803121. Over a period of forty years, from
the Great Awakening through the Revolutionary War, this farm wife and mother kept a diary
recounting her experiences. Includes Heaton's spiritual struggles, beginning with her conversion and her separation from the established Congregational church, and her impressions of
the Revolutionary War.
http://www.niu.edu/univ_press
HITCHCOCK., ALFRED. Alfred Hitchcock: Interviews. Edited by Sidney Gottlieb.
Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2003. 232 pp. $46. ISBN 1578065615. Among
the hundreds of interviews Hitchcock gave, those in this collection catch him at key moments
of transition in his long career-as he moved from silent to sound pictures, from England to
America, from thrillers to complex romances, and from director to producer-director. They
dramatize his shifting attitudes on a variety of cinematic matters, including the role of stars in
a movie, the importance of story, the use of sound and color, his relationship to the medium
of television, and the attractions and perils of realism.
http://www.upress.state.ms.us
HONE, WILLIAM. Regency Radical: Selected Writings of William Hone. Edited by David
A. Kent and D. R. Ewen. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2002. 432 pp. $49.95.
ISBN 0814330606. This first comprehensive selection of Hone's writings seeks to expand our
understanding of the writer, political radical, publisher, and bookseller as a major figure in the
reform movement of the Regency period. Reveals his commitment to such issues as parliamentary reform, religious liberty, reform of asylums, and freedom of the press, while conveying the many dimensions of his humane personality.
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu
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HUTCHESON, FRANCIS. An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of the Passions and
AffectiOns, with Illustrations on the Moral Sense. Edited by Aaron Garrett. Indianapolis:
Liberty Fund, 2003. 256 pp. $20. ISBN 0865973865. Considered by many scholars of philosophy to be the father of the Scottish Enlightenment, Hutcheson was influential in defining
the modern social, political, economic, and institutional world. This volume addresses the
character of human nature. No manuscripts of this work exist; the edition was constructed by
comparing all extant lifetime editions from 1728, 1730, and 1742.
http://www.libertyfond.org
JACKSON, ANDREW. The Papers of Andrew Jackson. Volume 6, 1825-1828. Edited by
Harold D. Moser and j. Clint Clifft. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2002.
784 pp. $70. ISBN 1572331747. Focuses on the presidential campaign of 1828, one of the
longest in American history, in which jackson was the recipient of endless mudslinging.

http://www.utpress.org
JEFFERSON, THOMAS. The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Volume 30: 1January 1798 to 31
January 1799. Edited by Barbara B. Oberg. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2003. 800 pp. $99.50. ISBN 0691094985. During the thirteen months covered in this volume,jefferson spent more than half his time in Philadelphia serving as vice president under
President John Adams and presiding over a Senate that was dominated by his political opponents, the Federalists. Disheartened and frustrated by the Alien and Sedition Acts, he penned
the famous resolutions adopted in November 1798 by the Kentucky legislature.

http://www.princeton. edultjpapers
KENNAN, GEORGE. Vagabond Life: The CaucasusJournals of George Kennan. Edited by
Frith Maier. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2003. 296 pp. $30. ISBN
0295982500. Contains Kennan's detailed journals of his travels in the Caucasus of 1870, combined with selected letters and his published articles on the six-month odyssey. Illuminates
Kennan's illustrious career as a pioneering explorer, writer, and lecturer on Russia in the nineteenth century and his reliability as an observer.

http://www.washington.edu/uwpress
LAUSSAT, PIERRE CLEMENT DE. Memoirs of My Life. Edited by Robert D. Bush.
Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003.139 pp. $14.95. ISBN 0807128708.
Laussat was the last representative of a foreign power to exercise authority in Louisiana. Sent
by Napoleon, his mission was altered entirely by the Louisiana Purchase. Memoirs cover the
period from January 1803 to July 1804 and furnish rare insights into culture, politics, and
everyday life in early nineteenth-century Louisiana.

http://www.lsu. edullsupress
LEWIS, MERIWETHER AND WILLIAM CLARK. The Lewis and Clark Journals:
American EPic of Discovery. Edited by Gary E. Moulton. Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2003. 411 pp. $29.95. ISBN 080322950X. Contains an abridgment, suit-
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able for the general reader, of the thirteen-volume edition of the Journals. Lewis is revealed
here as the more emotional, even romantic, observer, while Clark often writes like a detached
http://www.lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu
technocrat.
LOWELL, MARY GARDNER. New li'ar in Cuba: Mary Gardner Lowell's Travel Diary,
1831-1832. Edited by Karen Robert. Boston: Northeastern University Press, 2003. 208
pp. $45. ISBN 1555535593. Lowell accompanied her husband on a voyage to Cuba from
Boston, spending several weeks on the island traveling from the bustling commercial city of
Havana to the plantations of Matanzas province before making their way up the Mississippi
River by steamboat on the return home. Her diary includes chronicles of social calls, parties,
and invitations, as well as intimate descriptions of domestic and family life. She comments
extensively on the different social conventions for American and Spanish women, and provides astute accounts of the workings of the cane sugar mills, the brutal living and working
conditions of slaves, and the tensions involved in managing the slave population.
http://www.nupress.neu.edu
MACDONALD, THOREAU. A Boy All Spirit: Thoreau MacDonald in the 1920s. Edited
by John Sabean. Ontario: Penumbra Press, 2003. 304 pp. $39.95. ISBN 1894131290.
MacDonald, a Canadian artist, is best known for his book illustration and design. This volume gathers the work and source material of Thoreau's formative years in the 1920s.
http://www.penumbrapress.com
MADISON, DOLLEY PAYNE. The Seleded Letters of Dolley Payne Madison. Edited by
David B. Mattern and Holly C. Shulman. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press,
2003. 480 pp. $29.95. ISBN 081392152X. Contains a selection of Madison's letters beginning with her correspondence as a young adult in late eighteenth-century Philadelphia up to
the letters of her widowhood in 1840s Washington. Is an invaluable resource for current political and historical circles, where the role founding mothers played-both as supportive family
members and as crucial political negotiators-is increasingly recognized and studied.
http://www.moderntimes.vcdh.virginia.edu/madison
MAXWELL, JAMES CLERK.. The Scientific Letters and Papers ofJames Clerk Maxwell.
Vol. 3, 1874-1879. Edited by P. M. Harman. New York: Cambridge University Press,
2002. 960 pp. $315. ISBN 0521256275. The final volume of Maxwell's correspondence and
manuscript papers covering the years 1874-79, during his Cambridge professorship, his
directing of the Cavendish Laboratory, and his work as writer and editor.
http://www.cup.org
MICHIGAN. Messages of the Governors of Michigan, Vol. 5. Edited by Gleaves Whitney.
East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2003. 536 pp. $25. ISBN 0916699153.
Contains speeches made between 1927 and 1941, by governors Fred W Green, Wilber M.
Brucker, William A. Comstock, Frank D. Fitzgerald, William Francis (Frank) Murphy, and
http://msupress.msu.edu
Luren Dudley Dickerson.
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MONROE,JAMES. The Papers ofjames Monroe: A Documentary History of the Presidential
Tours ofjames Monroe, 1817, 1818, 1819, Volume 1. Edited by Daniel Preston and Marlena
C. DeLong. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2003. 840 pp. $125. ISBN 0313319782.
Covers Monroe's presidential tours in 1817, 1818, and 1819, including his correspondence,
http://www.greenwood.com
newspaper accounts, and eyewitness accounts.
MURDOCH, IRIS. From a Tiny Corner in the House of Fiction: Conversations with Iris
Murdoch. Edited by Gillian Dooley. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
2003. 272 pp. $34.95. ISBN 1570034990. Gathers into a single volume twenty-three interviews with the British novelist and philosopher by some of the last half-century's foremost critics, academics, and journalists. The interviews offer access to Murdoch's beliefs on a wide
range of topics and on her techniques and intentions as a writer, and collectively trace an evolution in her convictions, particularly on the subjects of religion and politics.
http://www.sc.edu/uscpress
NAVAJOS. For Our Navajo People: Dine Letters, Speeches, and Petitions, 1900-1960. Edited
by Petr Iverson. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2002. 352 pp. $19.95.
ISBN 0826327184. Contains one hundred documents written by Dine men, women, and children speaking for themselves and on behalf of their communities, which provide a portrait of
the Dine during an era in which they were fighting to defend their lands and to build the
Navajo Nation. Six subjects are addressed: land, community, education, rights, government,
and identity.
http://www.unmpress.com
O'BRIEN, FITZ:JAMES. Fitz-james O'Brien: Selected Literary journalism, 1852-1860.
Edited by Wayne R. Kime. Selinsgrove, Pa.: Susquehanna University Press, 2003. 408
pp. $65. ISBN 1575910705. Includes thirty-four items written by the transplanted Irishman
who, as poet, short story writer, essayist, dramatist, and critic, won a reputation as one of the
ablest of the young writers in the city of New York during the years that preceded the Civil
War.
http://www.susqu.edu/su_press
PACH, WALTER. American Artists, Authors, and Collectors: The Walter Pach Letters,
1906-1958. Edited by Bennard B. Perlman. Albany: State University of New York
Press, 2002. 416 pp. $29.50. ISBN 079145293X. As an artist, author, critic, consultant,
teacher, and museum lecturer, Pach was instrumental in shaping America's attitudes toward
modern art during the first half of the twentieth century. Includes selections from Pach's lifelong correspondence with such important figures as Marcel Duchamp, Alfred Stieglitz, Arthur
B. Davies, Walter Arensberg, Duncan Phillips, and Abby Aldrich Rockefeller.
http://www.sunypress.edu
PEARY EXPEDITION. Boreal Ties: Photographs and Two Diaries of the 1901 Peary Relief
Expedition. Edited by Kim Fairley Gillis and Silas Hibbard Ayer. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2002. 246 pp. $39.95. ISBN 0826328105. Contains the
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annotated diaries of Clarence Wyckoff and Louis Bement who joined the expedition to deliver supplies to Robert E. Peary and to search for Peary's wife and child. Highlights photographs which show the activities of life aboard an Arctic exploration vessel and captures the
life of the Inuit of northern Greenland a century ago.
http://www.unmpress.com
RAMABAI, PANDITA. Pandita Ramabai's American Encounter: The Peoples of the United
States (1889). Edited by Meera Kosambi. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003.
264 pp. $54.95. ISBN 0253341906. Contains Ramabai's comprehensive description of
American life, ranging from government to economy, education to domestic activity, based
on her three-year long visit to the United States from India in the 1890s.
http://www.indiana.edu/-iupress
REEVE, CLARA. The School for Widows. Edited by Jeanine M. Casler. Newark:
University of Delaware Press, 2002. 384 pp. $60. ISBN 0874138043. New edition of
Reeve's 1791 epistolary novel set in England. Introduction challenges accepted critical views
of Reeve's writing and includes newly unearthed material about the author's life.
http://www.udpress.udel.edu/udPress
ROWNTREE, ARNOLD STEPHENSON. The Letters of Arnold Stephenson Rowntree to
Mary Katherine Rowntree, 1910-1918. Edited by Ian Packer. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2003. 276 pp. $70. ISBN 0521800005. Contains a scholarly edition of the
letters of Rowntree, prominent businessman and Quaker, to his wife during the period when
he was Liberal MP for York. Provides a unique window into the under-explored world of
backbench Liberal MPs, especially those committed to the New Liberalism, as well as significant new information on developments in Quaker thinking on social and political issues, the
problems faced by pacifist MPs in World War I, and how gender identities were constructed
http://www.cup.org
within political marriages in Edwardian Britain.
SANTAYANA, GEORGE. The Letters of George Santayana. Vol. 5, Book 4, 1928-1932.
Edited by William G. Holzberger. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2003. 600 pp. $60. ISBN
0262194791. Covers the period in the philosopher's life when he wrote several books, suffered
the deaths of his two half sisters, and continued his epistolary debate with Charles Strong over
the nature and perception of reality and the problem of knowledge.
http://www. iupui.edu/- santedit
SIMMS, WIlliAM GILMORE. An Early and Strong Sympathy: The Indian Writings of
William Gilmore Simms. Edited by John Caldwell Guilds and Charles Hudson.
Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2002. 664 pp. $39.95. ISBN 1570034419.
Contains an anthology of Simms's writings that establishes him as a knowledgeable, prolific,
and sympathetic portrayer of Native Americans in fiction and poetry. Written from Simms's
youth in the 1820s until his death in 1870, the selections document the transformation of the
South from a frontier where Indians, African-Americans, and white southerners confronted
each other as strangers, to a prosperous agricultural society built on the exploitation of sub-
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servient peoples, and finally, to an impoverished tri-racial community that labored to meet a
http://www.sc.edu/uscpress
post-Civil War world.
SIMMS, WILLIAM GILMORE. The Forayers or The Raid of the Dog Days: W. Gilmore
Simms, Esq. Edited by David W. Newton. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
2003. 560 pp. $34.95. ISBN 1557287414. The sixth book in Simms's series of eight
Revolutionary War novels set in the South, it describes events around Orangeburg, South
Carolina, before the Battle of Eutaw Springs. First published in 1855.
http://www.uapress.com
STODDARD, ELIZABETH. Elizabeth Stoddard: Stories. Edited by Susanne Opfermann
and Yvonne Roth. Boston: Northeastern University Press, 2003. 272 pp. $45. ISBN
1555535631. Most widely known today as the author of "The Morgensons," Stoddard was also
a prolific writer of short stories, children's tales, poems, essays, travel writing, and journalism
pieces. This anthology makes available for the first time selections from her literary production of short fiction. Originally published between 1859 and the 1890s in such magazines as
Harper's Monthly, Harper's Bazaar, and the Atlantic Monthly, the sixteen stories included demonstrate her versatility.
http://www.nupress.neu.edu
TURNBULL, GEORGE. Observations upon Liberal Education. Edited by Terrence O.
Moore, Jr. Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2003. 442 pp. $20. ISBN 086597411X. Turnbull
is perhaps the earliest and the least-remembered author in the Scottish tradition. This volume
arose from a longing for a liberty of mind and tried to lay the groundwork for a society of free,
virtuous, and educated citizens.
http://www.libertyfond.org
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. Foreign Relations, 1969-1976: Foreign Assistance,
International Development, Trade Policies, 1969-1972, Vol. 4. Edited by Bruce F.
Duncombe. Washington, D. C.: United States Government Printing Office, 2002.
ISBN 0160511968. Part of a series that documents the foreign policies of the administrations
of Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford. Almost all of the documents included in this
volume were orginally classified and are drawn primarily from the Nixon Presidential
Materials Project at the National Archives, from Department of the Treasury records, and
from Department of State files.
http://www.access.gpo.gov
VARGAS, DIEGO DE. Settling of Accounts: TheJournals of Don Diego de Vargas, New
Mexico, 1700-1706. Edited by John L. Kessell. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2002. 446 pp. $49.95. ISBN 0826328679. The sixth and final volume of Vargas's journals continues the exploration of politics and society in colonial New Mexico at the turn of
the eighteenth century. Vargas is acquitted of charges of malfeasance and reappointed to the
governor's seat
http://www.unmpress.com
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WAR OF 1812. The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History. Volume III, 1814-1815,
Chesapeake Bay, Northern Lakes, and Pacific Ocean. Edited by Michael J. Crawford,
Christine F. Hughes, Charles E. Brodine, Jr., and Carolyn M. Stallings. Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 2002. 920 pp. $70. ISBN 0160512247. The third in a
projected four-volume series highlights the British incursion in the Chesapeake Bay and the
burning of Washington, the Battle of Lake Champlain, and the dramatic naval battle between
David Porter's commerce-raiding frigate Essex and HMS Phoebe and Cherub off Valparaiso,
http://www.access.gpo.gov
Chile.
WASHINGTON, GEORGE. The Papers of George Washington. Presidential Series, Volume
10: March-August 1792. Edited by Robert F. Haggard and Mark A. Mastromarino.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2002. 736 pp. $70. ISBN 0813921015.
Presents the public papers written by or sent to Washington in the spring and summer of 1792
when he was busy dealing with a host of foreign and domestic issues, including the first use
of the presidential veto of the congressional Apportionment Act.
http://www.gwpapers.virginia.edu
WASHINGTON, GEORGE. The Papers of George Washington. Presidential Series, Volume
11: August 1792-January 1793. Edited by Christine Sternberg Patrick. Charlottesville:
University of Virginia Press, 2002. $70. 736 pp. ISBN 0813921236. Covers the closing
months of Washington's first presidential term, including discussion of the implementation of
a federal excise tax on domestically produced whiskey, dealings with several of the Indian
nations, and his feelings on the growing factionalism in the country.
http://www.gwpapers. virginia.edu
WASHINGTON, GEORGE. Washington on Washington. Edited by Paul M. Zall.
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2003. 192 pp. $26. ISBN 0813122694.
Combines Washington's personal diaries, journals, letters, and other sources to portray him
as an uncommon man subject to common human weakness.
http://www.kentuckypress.com
WATSON, ROBERT. Southern Service on Land and Sea: The Wartime Journal of Robert
Watfon, CSA/CSN. Edited by R. Thomas Campbell. Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 2002. 207 pp. $37. ISBN 1572331933. Watson, an enlisted man in both the
army and the navy, served in Florida, South and North Carolina, and Tennessee. His diary
provides a glimpse into the difficulties endured in terms of food and shelter of the ordinary
Civil War soldier.
http://www. utpress. org
WILLIAMS, WILLIAM CARLOS AND KENNETH BURKE. The Humane Particulars:
The Colleded Letters of William Carlos Williams and Kenneth Burke. Edited by James H.
East. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2003. 296 pp. $34.95. ISBN
1570035075. Contains nearly 250 letters spanning forty-two years of close friendship and lit-
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erary debate. The animated exchange between a canonical poet and the leading American
rhetorical critic of the twentieth century offers a more complete vision of their outlooks and
their contributions to the shape and tenor of the modernist scene.

http://www.sc.edu/uscpress
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